Making History Personal 
The purpose of this assignment is to give you experience in thinking about media history in a way that goes beyond what you can learn from reading, lectures, and videos. The goal is to help you think about media in the past in a personal way—i.e. how it related to the lives of real people. 

This can be a fun assignment—and one that is very different from most of the work that you’ll do. You may use the first person (“I”) voice, and any other writing strategies you know to immerse yourself and your readers in the experience. However, in a way, this is one of the most serious assignments you’ll do, because ultimately, most learning comes down to a question of human experience. You do need to be clear and accurate in your writing. You do not need to cite outside materials, but the timeline (link below) and material in lectures and readings can help you keep your facts straight. (In other words, don’t tell me that television was invented in 1972. It wasn’t. ()
Pick one of these two options. These papers should be about 750-1,000 words.  
1. Interview someone from another generation (at least 25 years older than you) about their media use when they were your age. For example, you might interview your parents or grandparents about the role radio or television played in their lives when they were younger. How did media help define their generation and who they became as individuals? How does that compare to your own experience? What does this tell you about the role media play in shaping our lives? How does this shed light on your own personal experiences now in relation to what you are learning in this class? 
2. “Your Historical Self.” This one asks you to use your imagination to put yourself in the past. Pretend that you were born 25, 50, or 75 years before you were. In every other way, you are the same—same sex, race, socio-economic group. You’re from the same town or city that you are in your real life now. How would you, as a young adult born at that time, have used media? What media would have been available to you for entertainment? For news and other information? What opportunities would you have had or not had at that time? Would you have pursued a career in media? Why or why not, and which ones? 

So, for example, if you were really born in 1989, you might pretend to have been born in 1939. That would mean you’d be 20 years old in 1959. Would TV have been available? What would be your source of news and entertainment? Etc. 

Please note that you need accurate information! You might check out the media history timeline at http://www.mediahistory.umn.edu/ for basic information.
The paper will be graded for thoughtfulness, clarity and creativity. The best papers from Option 2 make me believe “you” lived in an earlier time. I’m posting an example from a previous class (used with the student’s written permission).
Due Nov. 11. Post to D2L.  
