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LAGUNA
BEACH
B y  J o y c e  W r i g h t
P h o t o g r a p h s  b y  M a r k  H a l b e r g

      Mike was a veteran newspaper 
journalist, author of 25 academic and 
popular books, and former editor of 
Journalism History. His book, Secrets 
of Victory: The Office of Censorship 
and The American Press and Radio in 
World War II, was named AJHA’s 2002 
Book of the Year. 
      He earned his master’s from the 
University of North Texas in 1991 and 
his PhD from Ohio University in 1996. 
Mike was head of Utah State’s School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication 
department from 2005 through 2009 
before returning to Ohio University 
where he served as professor and 
associate director for graduate studies. 
      Mike loved helping graduate 
students succeed and was awarded 
Ohio University’s Outstanding
Graduate Faculty Award in 2018. In 
remembrances of Mike, many students 
have said they chose Scripps because of 
him. Donations may be made to the 
American Journalism Historians 
Association Graduate Student 
Convention Travel Fund in honor of 
Michael S. Sweeney. 

In Memory

Emeritus Professor Michael Steven Sweeney

      Michael Steven “Mike” Sweeney, 63,
emeritus professor of journalism at Ohio
University, died January 15, 2022, at his
home in Athens after a long battle with
cancer. Mike was a dedicated faculty
member in the E. W. Scripps School of
Journalism for 12 years until the
progression of his cancer made him
physically unable to continue teaching
and he retired in March 2021.
 



3

O f f i c e r s
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P a s t  P r e s i d e n t s  a n d  C o n v e n t i o n  S i t e s
1982 Officers were elected after the first convention Dallas, Texas
1982-1983 Donald Avery, Eastern Connecticut State Tuscaloosa, Alabama
1983-1984 William Snorgrass, Florida State  Tallahassee, Florida
1984-1985 Barbara Cloud, Nevada-Las Vegas Las Vegas, Nevada
1985-1986 Mike Murray, Missouri-St . Louis St . Louis, Missouri
1986-1987 Joseph McKerns, Ohio State   St . Paul, Minnesota
1987-1988 Thomas B . Connery, St . Thomas Charleston, South Carolina
1988-1989 Margaret Blanchard, North Carolina  Atlanta, Georgia
1989-1990 Maurine Beasley, Maryland  Coeur d'Alene, Idaho
1990-1991 Leonard Teel, Georgia State  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
1991-1992 Nancy Roberts, Albany  Lawrence, Kansas
1992-1993 Pamela Brown, Rider  Salt Lake City, Utah
1993-1994 Carol Sue Humphrey, Oklahoma Baptist Roanoke, Virginia
1994-1995 Alf Pratte, Brigham Young   Tulsa, Oklahoma
1995-1996 Tom Heuterman, Washington State  London, Ontario
1996-1997 David Spencer, Western Ontario Mobile, Alabama
1997-1998 Jim Startt, Valparaiso    Louisville, Kentucky
1998-1999 Eugenia Palmegiano, St . Peter’s  Portland, Oregon
1999-2000 David Sloan, Alabama  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
2000-2001 David Copeland, Elon  San Diego, California
2001-2002 Bernell Tripp, Florida  Nashville, Tennessee
2002-2003 Patrick Washburn, Ohio  Billings, Montana
2003-2004 John Ferré, Louisville  Cleveland, Ohio
2004-2005 Michael Sweeney, Utah State  San Antonio, Texas
2005-2006 Ford Risley, Penn State  Wichita, Kansas
2006-2007 Fred Blevens, Florida International Richmond, Virginia
2007-2008 Tamara K . Baldwin, Southeast Missouri State Seattle, Washington
2008-2009 Julie Williams, Samford  Birmingham, Alabama
2009-2010 Earnest Perry, Missouri  Tucson, Arizona
2010-2011 James McPherson, Whitworth  Kansas City, Missouri 
2011-2012 Therese Lueck, Akron  Raleigh, North Carolina
2012-2013 Kimberley Mangun, Utah  New Orleans, Louisiana
2013-2014 Amy Mattson Lauters, Minnesota-Mankato St . Paul, Minnesota
2014-2015 Erika Pribanic-Smith, University of Texas-Arlington Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
2015-2016 Pete Smith, Mississippi State University St . Petersburg, Florida 
2016-2017 David Vergobbi, University of Utah Little Rock, Arkansas
2017-2018 Dianne Bragg, University of Alabama Salt Lake City, Utah

2018-2019 Ross Collins, North Dakota State University Dallas, Texas

2019-2021 Donna Lampkin Stephens  Virtual
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Local hosts: 
Dianne Bragg, dmbragg@ua .edu  
Robby Byrd, rdbyrd@memphis .edu 
Joe Hayden, jhayden@memphis .edu
Jane Marcellus, jane .marcellus@gmail .com
     

Convention coordinator: Caryl Cooper,  
cacooper54@gmail .com
Registrar: Patti Piburn, ppiburn@calpoly.edu

Convention hotel: Sheraton Memphis Downtown,  
250 North Main Street, Memphis, TX 38103
901-527-7300 • https://tinyurl.com/2uxyeccz

Convention health protocols: AJHA is mindful of the 
ongoing risk posed by COVID-19 and wants everyone 
to be as safe as possible . Here’s what you need to 
know about mask usage at AJHA in Memphis:

Masks required: Historic Tour . These are the bus 
company’s and the museum’s requirements . If you do 
not want to take the bus provided by AJHA, note that 
the Memphis trolley runs from the hotel to within a 
block of the museum . It is also walkable, and ride-
share services are available .
Masks strongly recommended: Paper and panel 
sessions .
Masks recommended: In the hallway between 
sessions, when looking at auction items, and at 
communal meals, when not eating.

AJHA will provide masks for those who forgot theirs 
or need extra. We will also have hand sanitizer. If you 
become ill at the conference, please isolate and send 
an email to ajhaconvention@gmail.com . Thank you 
for helping us work to keep everyone safe!

Welcome

Welcome to Memphis and the 41st annual conference of the American Journal-
ism Historians Association. 

We’re back! It’s an understatement to say I am excited for us to gather in 
person for the annual AJHA conference – finally. Our two abbreviated virtual conferences 
during the pandemic were full of our usual thoughtful interactions, high-quality scholar-
ship, and, of course, virtual happy hours. These online meetings helped me celebrate a 
bit of normalcy and feel better prepared to head into two pandemic winters. Through 
it all, our connections have remained. I look forward to meeting new friends and col-
leagues this week and spending time with those I’ve known since Wichita, my first con-
ference in 2006 .

This organization has been resilient, and we have shown we are determined to survive. Our first vice 
president, Mike Conway, suggested that our 2022 gathering might be a rebirth of sorts for the AJHA, and I 
agree. So, enjoy these three days full of important and innovative scholarship from award-winning col-
leagues as well as graduate students who might be attending their very first academic meeting. Hear from 
local journalists who know this town and its stories like nobody else. Take some time to soak up some 
views and the blues. Gather up teaching ideas along with research inspiration and build connections that 
turn into collaborations. OK, y’all. It’s time to rock and roll.

 —Aimee Edmondson, AJHA President, 2021-2022



1:30 pm Board of Directors meeting 
 Memphis

2-6 pm Conference Registration
Mezzanine

 
6 pm American Journalism Editorial Advisory  

Board meeting
Memphis

Wednesday
S E P T E M B E R  2 8



The faculty at the BGSU School of Media & Communication congratulate 

Dr. Bailey Dick, runner-up for the 2022 Blanchard Dissertation Award

BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION
Offering a Doctorate in Media and Communication 

Emphasis areas:
• Critical Media Studies and Rhetoric
• Interpersonal Communication
• Media Audiences and Processes

Also offering: 
• A generalist master’s degree in communication,  

as well as a specialization in international and  
intercultural communication

• A 100% online master’s degree in strategic  
communication and social media

For more information, contact Dr. Louisa Ha,  
Graduate Coordinator, at louisah@bgsu.edu or  
visit bgsu.edu/smc

The Hubbard School of Journalism
and Mass Communication

congratulates Associate Professor 
Sid Bedingfield, and 

co-editor Kathy Roberts Forde, 
for receiving the American Journalism
Historians Association 2022 Book of

the Year award for their book 
 

Journalism and Jim Crow:  
White Supremacy and the Black 

Struggle for a New America.  

hsjmc.umn.edu

CONGRATULATIONS SID BEDINGFIELD!



        
7:30-8:30 am Breakfast Buffet
Heritage Foyer

8 am-noon Conference Registration
Mezzanine

8:30-9:30 am Welcome and President’s Address
Heritage II & III

9-10 am Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

9:40-11:50 am Paper Sessions and Panels
Heritage I & Nashville

12-1:30 pm Awards Luncheon
Heritage II & III

1:40-5:15 pm Paper Sessions and Panels
Heritage I & Nashville

2-5 pm Conference Registration
Mezzanine

2-3 pm Coffee and Hot Tea Service 
Heritage Foyer

5:30-7:30 pm AJHA Awards Reception 
Magnolia

Thursday
S E P T E M B E R  2 9  •  I N  B R I E F
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7:30-8:30 am Breakfast Buffet
Heritage Foyer

8:30-9:30 am Welcome and President’s Address
Heritage II & III

Aimee Edmondson, Ohio University, AJHA President, 2021-2022

9-10 am Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer
 

9:40-10:40 am Your Choice of Two Simultaneous Sessions 

PAPER SESSION: Propaganda, Politics, and Popular Media 
Heritage I

Moderator: Erin Coyle, Temple University

Stephen Siff, Miami University of Ohio
“Expanding the Victory of Prohibition: Richmond P. Hobson’s Freelance Public Relations  
Crusade Against Narcotics, 1923-1937”

Gregory Svirnovskiy, Northwestern University, and Jon Marshall, Northwestern University
“‘Tin Cans and String’: Democratic Party Attempts to Challenge Conservative Talk Radio from 
1994 to 1996”

Jason Lee Guthrie, Clayton State University
“Poor Man’s Copyright: Intellectual Property and Cultural Depictions of the White Working 
Class in American Popular Music”

PANEL DISCUSSION: Historical Reflections on the Integration of Ole Miss  
Nashville

Moderator: Erika Pribanic-Smith, University of Texas-Arlington

• Kathleen Wickham, University of Mississippi     
• Marquita Smith, University of Mississippi

The dates of this year’s AJHA convention have special significance in civil rights history. Sixty 
years ago this weekend, James Meredith became the first Black student to enroll at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi . President John F . Kennedy had to call out the Army to quell the subsequent 
riot. A new book titled James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier shares stories of that weekend 
from students who were present, journalists who covered the story, historians, and James  
Meredith himself. This panel offers an inside look at the project and the insights it revealed.
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10:50-11:50 am Your Choice of Two Simultaneous Sessions

PAPER SESSION: Racism, Nationalism, and Social Change During World War II
Heritage I

Moderator: Jinx C. Broussard, Louisiana State University

Laura Franklin, University of Southern Mississippi
“The 1939 NYC Bund Rally: How One Pro-Nazi Event Ignited America’s Devotion to Democracy”

Gwyneth Mellinger, James Madison University
“Indicting the Black Press: Securing Racial Boundaries During World War II” 
 *Winner, Wm . David Sloan Award for Outstanding Faculty Paper and J . William Snorgrass 
Award for Outstanding Paper on Minority Journalism History

William B. Anderson, Elon University
“How the War Refugee Board Used Public Relations in an Attempt to Change Attitudes About 
European Jews During World War II”
 *Honorable mention, Wally Eberhard Award for Outstanding Paper on Media and War

PANEL DISCUSSION: Teaching History that Matters, Outside of the Box
Nashville

Moderator: Jason Lee Guthrie, Clayton State University

• Janice Hume, University of Georgia
• Dianne Bragg, University of Alabama
• Michael Fuhlhage, Wayne State University
• Bailey Dick, Bowling Green State University 

“Experiential” and “active” have become academic buzzwords, and media history professors 
must think outside the box when developing courses . These panelists will share unique proj-
ects that bring journalism history to life for students in and out of the classroom. Panel attend-
ees will be invited to do the same in the Q&A. Topics to be discussed include using “reacting 
games” as teaching tools in media history; using social media to present research and produce 
memory sites; and conducting in-depth analysis using primary sources.

12-1:30 pm Awards Luncheon (included with registration)
Heritage II & III
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Sidney Kobre Award for Lifetime Achievement

Janice Hume, associate dean for academic affairs at the Uni-
versity of Georgia’s Grady College of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication, is the recipient of the 2022 Sidney Kobre Award . 
Hume has earned more than 15 awards and recognitions in her 
career, including AJHA’s President’s Award for Service, National 
Award for Excellence in Teaching, and the McKerns Research 
Grant . Her research on collective memory and cultural history 
has earned her multiple top paper and article awards . Hume 
was named to the Southeastern Conference Academic Leader-
ship Development Program and to the Scripps Howard Academic 
Leadership Academy . Hume taught at Kansas State University 
before joining the Grady College, where she is the Carolyn 
McKenzie and Don E . Carter Chair for Excellence in Journalism 
and served as head of the journalism department . She holds a 
bachelor’s, master’s, and Ph .D . from the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism . “The nominating and support letters for Dr . 
Janice Hume reflect widespread admiration and appreciation for 
Janice’s excellence, mentorship, teaching and research contribu-
tions,” Service Awards Committee Chair Thomas A. Mascaro said. 

National Award for Excellence in Teaching

Dianne Bragg, associate professor and associate department 
chair of the Journalism and Creative Media Department at the 
University of Alabama, is the recipient of the 2022 National 
Award for Excellence in Teaching . The award honors a college or 
university teacher who excels at teaching in the areas of journal-
ism and mass communication history, makes a positive impact 
on student learning, and offers an outstanding example for other 
educators . Bragg holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the 
University of Memphis and a doctorate from the University of 
Alabama . “Dianne devotes an enormous amount of time coaxing 
and mentoring students into media historians,” Bragg’s interim 
department chair, Michael D . Bruce, said . Bragg, who has won 
numerous awards for her research, “has an extraordinary abil-
ity to guide students through the long process from half-formed 
idea to finished thesis,” her colleague Chris Roberts said. Former 
graduate student Rebecca Robinson concurred: “Her extensive 
knowledge of mass communication and journalism history makes 
any class she teaches an absolute joy to take.” 
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1:40-2:40 pm Your Choice of Two Simultaneous Sessions

PAPER SESSION: Myth and Ideology in Nineteenth-Century Journalism
Heritage I

Moderator: Erika Pribanic-Smith, University of Texas-Arlington

Michael Fuhlhage, Wayne State University
“Pathfinder for Manifest Destiny: A Boston Correspondent’s Representation of Mexicans in the 
Borderlands, 1857-1860”

W. Joseph Campbell, American University
“‘Proto-pack Journalism’ in Gettysburg’s Aftermath: Parsing the Extravagant Claims of the  
Confederacy’s ‘Greatest’ War Correspondent”
 * Winner, Wally Eberhard Award for Outstanding Paper on Media and War 

Ken J. Ward, Pittsburg State University, and Aaron Atkins, Weber State University
“‘Too Infernally Scientific’: John Wesley Powell and News Framing of Climate Policy in the 
Nineteenth-Century Press”
 *Honorable mention, Wm. David Sloan Award for Outstanding Faculty Paper

PANEL DISCUSSION: Hollering in the Broadcast Wilderness: Black Radio in the Deep, Deep 
South, 1940-1979
Nashville

Moderator: Caryl Cooper (emerita), University of Alabama 

• Earnest Perry, University of Missouri   
• Cathy M. Jackson, Norfolk State University
• Marquita Smith, University of Mississippi 
• Lillie Mae Fears, Arkansas State University     

The 100th anniversary of Black radio (1920-2022) has come and gone. The industry’s history is 
replete with its key role as a lightning rod for equality and freedom from discrimination, and as 
a conduit for African American culture . But research remains undone, especially of how such 
radio stations and their personnel functioned in an environment steeped in the promise of the 
Civil Rights Movement yet mired in overt racism . This faculty panel will explore research into 
subjects not fully explored by previous scholarship . Topics include how HBCUs covered civil 
rights issues and pivotal events on their campuses; Black part-time deejays who played R&B 
music on white-owned radio stations; and the role of Black radio in religious programming in 
the Arkansas-Mississippi Delta .
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2-3 pm Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

2:50-3:50 pm PRESIDENT’S PANEL: Thinking Outside the Lines: Theoretical and  
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Media History
Nashville

Moderator: Aimee Edmondson, Ohio University

• Carolyn Kitch, Temple University
• Michael Stamm, Michigan State University
• Melissa Greene-Blye (Miami Tribe of Oklahoma), University of Kansas
• Jared Nally (Miami Tribe of Oklahoma), Miami University of Ohio

This session brings together a diverse group of noted scholars to discuss incorporating theory 
and interdisciplinary insights into the study of media history, offering concrete examples 
of how we might look outside of our field for ways to better understand our own research 
questions and help formulate new ones. This panel is designed to help attendees think about 
the bigger “so what” in their research and how it fits into a broader body of knowledge 
beyond media history . This could include social and cultural history, legal history, and book 
history as well as a wide range of theoretical and conceptual frameworks to aid our study 
of communication and journalism in democratic societies. Panelists suggest historical forces 
and conceptual frameworks that help provide fuller, more viable explanations in response to 
substantive questions throughout American media history. 

4-5:15 pm Local Panel: The Teen Appeal: How the Commercial Appeal, the  
University of Memphis, and Memphis City Schools Partnered to Publish a  
Citywide High School Newspaper
Nashville

Moderator: Dianne Bragg, University of Alabama, former Teen Appeal coordinator

• Caleb Calhoun, USA Today and FanSided, former Teen Appeal student staff member
• Marcus Matthews, Memphis City Schools, former Teen Appeal student staff member
• Tyrone Tony Reed Jr., podcaster and author, former Teen Appeal student staff member
• Otis Sanford, University of Memphis, Daily Memphian columnist
• April Thompson, Grizzlies Prep Charter School, former Teen Appeal student staff member 

In 1997, University of Memphis Professor Elinor Grusin’s dream of a citywide high school 
newspaper was realized with The Teen Appeal . With support from the Scripps Howard 
Foundation, the University of Memphis, the Commercial Appeal, and Memphis City Schools, 
the first group of students from across the city came to the University of Memphis for a 
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summer journalism camp and kicked off the monthly publication. Fun Fact: AJHA’s current 
president, Aimee Edmondson, was one of the first to work on this project while she pursued 
her master’s degree in journalism . This panel features several people who were involved in this 
extraordinary effort to ensure that every Memphis City high school had access to a local school 
newspaper . 

Dianne Bragg is an associate professor in the Department of Journalism and Creative 
Media in the College of Communication and Information Sciences at the University 
of Alabama . She is a past board member and president of AJHA and helps coordinate 
the AJHA Southeast Symposium . She earned an MA in journalism from the University 
of Memphis and was the coordinator of The Teen Appeal before entering the UA 
doctoral program . 

Otis Sanford holds the Hardin Chair of Excellence in Economic and Managerial 
Journalism at the University of Memphis and is the author of From Boss Crump to 
King Willie: How Race Changed Memphis Politics (University of Tennessee Press). 
Sanford also serves as a political analyst for ABC24 News and writes a weekly column 
for the Daily Memphian . He is a former managing editor of The Commercial Appeal . 

Tyrone Tony Reed Jr. is the host, executive producer, and writer for the talk show 
“Hub City Now with Tyrone Tony Reed Jr.,” showcasing everyday topics with world-
wide importance. He is also the author/creator of the superhero novel series 
S.O.L.A.D.™ : Soldiers of Light Against Darkness™ and is working on future novels for 
the series . Tony received his BA in journalism from Franklin College .

Caleb Calhoun works as a video programmer responsible for editing and distributing 
video content across the Gannett/USA TODAY network. He is also a site expert 
at FanSided’s AllforTennessee .com, covering the Tennessee Volunteers, and a 
contributor to the sports media outlet “Off the Hook.” A University of Maryland 
graduate with degrees in journalism and history, Caleb began his professional career 
as a reporter for Herald Mail Media in Hagerstown, Maryland .

April Thompson is a middle-school math teacher at a boys’ school in Memphis . She 
is in her 12th year as an educator . Prior to teaching, Thompson served as the K-12 
education reporter at The Leaf-Chronicle in Clarksville, Tennesee . She was a founding 
member of The Teen Appeal . She lives in Memphis with her husband, Richard, and 
two daughters, Ari and Quin .
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Dr. Marcus Matthews is an author, consultant, educator, and motivational speaker . 
He holds a doctorate in higher and adult education, a master’s in instruction and 
curriculum leadership, and a bachelor’s in journalism, all from the University of 
Memphis . Matthews’ most recent book is Urban ACEs: How to Reach and Teach 
Students Traumatized by Adverse Childhood Experiences .

Local Journalist Award for Outstanding  
Contribution to the Public Interest

Otis Sanford is the recipient of the 2022 Local Journalist 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Public Interest .  
Sanford’s career spans 47 years and includes a variety of roles, 
from reporter to managing editor and eventually professor at the 
University of Memphis . Sanford began his career at The Clarion- 
Ledger in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1975 and later worked as a 
reporter for The Commercial Appeal, covering the federal court, 
state courts, county government, and politics before being 
promoted to assistant metro editor . He was an editor at The 
Pittsburgh Press and Detroit Free Press before returning to The 
CA as deputy managing editor in 1994, eventually rising to man-
aging editor . At The CA, Sanford launched the DeSoto Appeal 
daily edition and The Teen Appeal. After becoming opinion edi-
tor in 2007, he started a citizen editorial board to give readers 
an opportunity to help shape the newspaper’s editorial voice . 
In 2008, Sanford served as chairman of the Mid-America Press 
Institute . In 2010, he was elected president of the Associated 
Press Managing Editors Association . In January 2011, Sanford 
joined the University of Memphis Department of Journalism, 
where he holds the Hardin Chair of Excellence in Economic and 
Managerial Journalism . He continues to write a column for the 
Daily Memphian and serves as a political analyst and commenta-
tor for ABC24 . 

5:30-7:30 pm AJHA Awards Reception (included with registration)
Magnolia
Hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, cash bar. 



The E. W. Scripps School of Journalism 
congratulates 

 
Aimee Edmondson 

 
on her successful year as 
2021-2022 AJHA president

 Website:https://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/journalism 
Website: scrippsjschool.org 

Twitter: @scrippsjschool 
Instagram: scripps_jschool 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/scrippsjournalism 





7:30-8:30 am Breakfast Buffet
Heritage Foyer

8-11:30 am Conference Registration
Mezzanine

8:40-10 am Paper Session and Panel
Heritage I & Nashville

9:30-10:30 am Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

10:10-11:25 am Margaret A. Blanchard Dissertation Prize
Nashville

11:35 am-12:40 pm Donna Allen Luncheon
Magnolia

1 pm Historic Tour: National Civil Rights Museum at the  
Lorraine Hotel
Meet in the hotel lobby at 1 pm

Friday
S E P T E M B E R  3 0  •  I N  B R I E F
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7:30-8:30 am Breakfast Buffet
Heritage Foyer

8:40-10 am Your Choice of Two Simultaneous Sessions

PAPER SESSION: Confronting Culture: Women’s Experiences and Responses to Patriarchy
Heritage I

Moderator: Tracy Lucht, Iowa State University

Claire Rounkles, University of Missouri
“‘Am I Not Woman Enough?’: The Use of Black Feminism Methodology in Historical Analysis—
a Case Study of Tennessee Mainstream Newspapers’ Reaction to Ida B. Wells’s Anti-Lynching 
Campaign from 1893 to 1894”

Katherine Dawson, Temple University
“‘So as to Be Heard’: Women and Voice Culture in the American Belle Epoque Periodical”

Madeleine Liseblad, California State University, Long Beach, and Thomas A. Mascaro  
(emeritus), Bowling Green State University
“‘Tree Rings’ of Journalism History: NBC Trade Releases Document the Hostile Climate for 
Women in the Sixties”
 *Honorable mention, Maurine Beasley Award for Outstanding Paper on  
Women’s History

Ashley Walter, Utah State University
“‘It was Time that Turned Me into a Radical’: Newswomen and the Fight for Equality at Time 
Inc., 1970s”
 * Winner, Maurine Beasley Award for Outstanding Paper on Women’s History, and  
honorable mention, Robert Lance Memorial Award for Outstanding Student Paper

PANEL DISCUSSION: American Journalism: Special Issue on Investigative Reporting
Nashville

Moderator: Nicholas Hirshon, William Paterson University

• W. Joseph Campbell, American University    
• Dwight Chapin, appointments secretary for President Richard Nixon    
• Mark Feldstein, University of Maryland   
• Gerry Lanosga, Indiana University    
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Winner
Meghan Menard McCune, dissertation completed  
at Louisiana State University 
Director: John Maxwell Hamilton

“‘At the Service of the Government’: American Journalists in the Great War 
and the Agent Model of Government-Press Relations” 

Honorable mention
Bailey Dick, dissertation completed  
at Ohio University
Director: Aimee Edmondson

“Historicizing #MeToo: The Systemic Devaluation of First-Person Accounts of 
Gender-Based Violence by the News Industry”

American Journalism is commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the Watergate break-in with 
a special issue this fall on the history of investigative reporting in the United States. The special 
issue’s editor, Nicholas Hirshon, will lead the contributors in conversation about topics ranging 
from reporters for abolitionist publications to a columnist who blackmailed Douglas MacArthur. 
The panel will also feature Dwight Chapin, the appointments secretary for President Richard 
Nixon, who became the first Watergate defendant to go on trial and served nine months in 
federal prison for lying to a grand jury .

9:30-10:30 am Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

10:10-11:25 am Margaret A. Blanchard Dissertation Award
Nashville

Moderator: Dale Zacher, St . Cloud State University
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11:35 am-12:40 pm Donna Allen Luncheon
Magnolia
Separate ticket required

Donna Allen Luncheon Speaker

The 2022 Donna Allen speaker is Wendi Thomas, the 
founding editor and publisher of MLK50: Justice Through 
Journalism, a nonprofit newsroom in Memphis focused 
on poverty, power and public policy . Previously, Thomas 
was a metro columnist and assistant managing editor at 
The Commercial Appeal . She also has worked at The Char-
lotte Observer, The Tennessean and The Indianapolis Star . 
Thomas was a 2016 fellow at the Nieman Foundation for 
Journalism at Harvard University . Her investigative work for 
ProPublica’s 2019 Local Reporting Network earned her the 
2020 Selden Ring Award, first place in the 2019 Association 
of Health Care Journalists’ contest for business reporting, a 
first-place tie for the Investigative Reporters & Editors 2019 
award and a 2020 Gerald Loeb Award, among other honors . 
A graduate of Butler University, Thomas was Journalism and 
Women Symposium’s Journalist of the Year in 2018 .

1 pm Historic Tour
Meet in the hotel lobby at 1 pm
Separate ticket required

Although our usual custom is to visit two historical venues, this year’s tour will feature only 
one: the National Civil Rights Museum (NCRM) at the Lorraine Hotel. The Local Host Commit-
tee agreed more time is needed to absorb the exhibit at the NCRM because it takes the aver-
age person close to three hours to complete the tour . We will meet in the hotel lobby . A bus 
will make loops from the hotel to the museum.  A ticket will be purchased for you when you 
arrive at the museum; you will not be given a ticket in advance. You can tour the museum on 
your own or with friends . At 4 p .m ., Dianne Bragg will lead a group on a short walk from the 
museum to Central BBQ, a well-known restaurant located behind the museum . Those who do 
not wish to go to Central BBQ will be returned to the Sheraton . At 5:30 p .m . the bus will return 
members from the museum and Central BBQ to the hotel. If you’re still in the mood to experi-
ence what makes Memphis special, you can stay downtown and walk two blocks to the South 
Main Arts District for South Main Trolley Night .



The Idea of Georgia's Independence
in the Press of 1917-1918: Decisive Role for Freedom

Published by Scholars’ Press

Leverages of Political Pressure
on Georgian Media and Rustavi 2 Case:
Rustavi 2 Broadcasting Company - 
The Most Important Media in the Region 

Published by Scholars’ Press

The University of Georgia
Congratulates Rusudan Vashakidze
The University of Georgia
Congratulates Rusudan Vashakidze

New Book Available Soon:
Information War, Fake News and
Georgia’s Countering Propaganda

Caucasus Journal of Social Sciences

www.ug.edu.ge
The University of Georgia



Medill congratulates  
Associate Professor  
Jon Marshall  
on his new book,  
Clash: Presidents and  
the Press in Times of Crisis

medill.northwestern.edu

YOUR RESEARCH CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Examine the role of media in democracy and society

Collaborate with distinguished journalists and scholars

Study in an intimate setting with the benefits of a large Research 1 university 
All on the dooAll on the doorstep of D.C.

Earn a #MM Ph.D.
go.umd.edu/MerrillPhD



saturday
O C T O B E R  1  •  I N  B R I E F

7-8 am Breakfast Buffet
Heritage Foyer

8:10-10 am Research-in-Progress Sessions
Heritage I & Nashville

9-10:30 am Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

10:10-11:40 am General Business Meeting
Heritage II & III

11:50 am-1:20 pm Working Lunch for Officers/Board
Memphis

1:30-2:30 pm  AJHA Book of the Year Award
Nashville

2-3:30 pm Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

2:40-5:10 pm Paper Session and Panels
Heritage I & Nashville 

6 pm Gala Dinner: McEwen’s
Meet in the hotel lobby at 5:40 pm 
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7-8 am Breakfast Buffet
Heritage Foyer

8:10-10 am Your Choice of Two Research-in-Progress Sessions

(Re)presentation Matters: Practices and Portrayals in Journalism and Culture
Heritage I

Moderator: Pam Parry, Southeast Missouri State University

Pamela Walck, Duquesne University, “A Different Kind of ‘Stunt Journalism’: Ray Sprigle, the 
Pittsburgh Courier, and Passing as a Black Man in the Jim Crow South” 

Patrick Walters, Washington and Lee University, “Social Media & Police Shootings: Considering 
the Ferguson Protests as a ‘Critical Incident’ that Transformed Journalism” 

Ashley Walter, Utah State University, and Karlin Andersen, Pennsylvania State University, 
“Portrayals of Newswomen in U.S. Film”

Dana Dabek, Temple University, “Remembering the Flawed and Famous: How Journalists 
Address Sexual Misdeeds When Memorializing Male Icons” 

Eric Boll, Ohio University, “The Underreporting of the 2007 Chinese Anti-Satellite Missile Test 
by Major American Newspapers”

Ali Noor Mohamed, United Arab Emirates University, “Charles Sumner and the Crafting of a 
New Public Morality on Race in the 19th Century” 

George L. Daniels, University of Alabama, “When Mary, MaryAnn and Marion Lead”

A.J. Bauer, University of Alabama, “Right-Wing, Hyper-Local: The Birmingham Independent’s 
Conservative News”

Charles Lewis, Minnesota State University-Mankato, “Picturing the War: The U .S . 
Government’s Use of Photographs During World War I”

Thomas A. Mascaro (emeritus), Bowling Green State University, “Academic ‘Imperialism’ in 
Journalism and Mass Communication: The Glacial Pursuit of Rampant Authoritarianism under 
the Guise of Critiques of Power”

Will Mari, Louisiana State University, and Caitlin Cieslik-Miskimen, University of Idaho, 
“Community Journalism and Newsroom Computerization”
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Influential Ideas, Vital Voices, Freedom Fighters: Expanding the Narrative of Media History
Nashville

Moderator: Pete Smith, Mississippi State University

Daniel Haun, Samford University, and Nia Johnson, Samford University, “Finding the Balance: 
Examining Paradigm Shifts in Journalism Curricula”

John Ferré, University of Louisville, “Religion in American Newsreels, 1935-1951”

Adam Schutz, Ohio University, “Beyond Nellie Bly: Undercover Reporting in Insane Asylums at 
the End of the 19th Century”

Jason Lee Guthrie, Clayton State University, “Recorded History: Physical Albums, Material 
Culture, and Ritual Economy in Popular Music”

LaTonya Taylor, University of Alabama, “‘The Voice of the Black Students Here’: The Black 
Chronicle as a Window into a Transitional Period at the University of Alabama”

Dakotah Kennedy, Northeastern University, “Lost but not Forgotten: 90 Years Later, the Atlanta 
Daily World Kept the Strickland Women Alive”

Claire Rounkles, University of Missouri, and Earnest Perry, University of Missouri, “Defiance 
of One Man: How the Atlanta Daily World Reported on the Denial of Julian Bond’s Elected 
Representative Seat in 1966”

Rusudan Vashakidze, University of Georgia, Tbilisi, “Freedom of Press Under Attack: Georgia’s 
Case, the Road from Rustavi 2 Broadcasting Company to Mtavari TV Channel”

Erin Coyle, Temple University; Elisabeth Fondren, St. John’s University; and Annette 
Masterson, Temple University, “Conceptualizing Press Freedom in Latin America and the 
Caribbean: Exploring Metajournalistic Discourse from Sigma Delta Chi in 1960s”

Daniel Haygood, Elon University, “Black College Football’s Moment: The Story of the Grambling 
Football Network”

Denise Hill, Elon University, “Public Relations, the NAACP and the Blinding of Sgt. Isaac 
Woodard”

Christopher Schaefer, University of Cambridge, “Race in the Washington Post Newsroom: A 
Longitudinal Case Study”
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9-10:30 am Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

10:10-11:40 am General Business Meeting
Heritage II & III

• Approval of 2021 Minutes
• Election of officers
• Constitution and Bylaws amendments
• Officer and committee reports
• Presentation of research and service awards
• Presidential succession
The gavel will be turned over to Mike Conway, Indiana University, AJHA president for 
2022-2023 .

Rising Scholar Award
Madeleine Liseblad, California State University Long Beach, for 
research on radio and television broadcaster Clete Roberts . She will 
receive a plaque and $2,000 .

Best Article in American Journalism Award
Tracy Lucht, Iowa State University, author of “Amelia Bloomer, 
The Lily, and Early Feminist Discourse in the US.” She will receive a 
plaque and $250 .

11:50 am-1:20 pm Working Lunch for AJHA Officers
Memphis

New and continuing officers and board members enjoy a complimentary lunch  
in appreciation of services provided to AJHA.



28

This year’s AJHA Book of the Year Award win-
ners are Kathy Roberts Forde and Sid Beding-
field, editors of Journalism and Jim Crow: White 
Supremacy and the Black Struggle for a New 
America (University of Illinois Press). Forde is a 
professor of journalism and associate dean of 
equity and inclusion in the College of Social & 
Behavioral Sciences at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst. Bedingfield is an associate 
professor in the Hubbard School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication at the University of 
Minnesota .

 1:30-2:30 pm AJHA Book of the Year Award Panel
 Nashville

 Moderator: Jane Marcellus, formerly of Middle Tennessee State University

HONORABLE MENTION AWARDS 

Additional finalists for the AJHA Book of the Year Award were Will Mari, Louisiana 
State University, for The American Newsroom: A History, 1920-1960 (University of 
Missouri Press); Elizabeth Findley Shores, independent researcher, for Shared Secrets: 
The Queer World of Newbery Medalist Charles J. Finger (University of Arkansas Press); 
and Kim Todd, University of Minnesota, for Sensational: The Hidden History of America’s 
“Girl Stunt Reporters” (HarperCollins).

Will Mari Elizabeth Findley Shores Kim Todd
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2-3:30 pm Coffee and Hot Tea Service
Heritage Foyer

2:40-4 pm Your Choice of Two Simultaneous Sessions

PAPER SESSION: Education, Advocacy, and Image Making in the Black Press
Heritage I

Moderator: Cathy M. Jackson, Norfolk State University

George L. Daniels, University of Alabama, “Birthplace of HBCU Journalism Education: The 
Legacy of Missouri’s Lincoln University”
 *Honorable mention, Snorgrass Award for Outstanding Paper on Minority  
Journalism History

Max Fuller, University of Wisconsin-Madison, “Wielding the Blade: J . Anthony Josey, the  
Wisconsin Enterprise-Blade and the Construction of a Contemporary Black Political Identity”
 *Winner, Robert Lance Memorial Award for Outstanding Student Paper

Brian Carroll, Berry College, “The Answer Man, the Lawyer, and the Informant: Private Policing 
and Publicity in Black America, 1920-1960”

Cole Nelson, Indiana University, “From Report to Revolt: The Advocacy and Organization of the 
Inner City Voice”

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION: Meet Us at the Corner Where Journalism, Race, and  
Gender Intersect
Nashville

Moderator: Brooke Kroeger (emerita), New York University

• Jinx C. Broussard, Louisiana State University
• Nathaniel Frederick, Winthrop University
• Rachel Grant, University of Florida
• Ben LaPoe, Ohio University 
• Cristina Mislán, University of Missouri 
• Gheni Platenburg, Auburn University 

This moderated discussion will start with a brief summary of each panelist’s research into 
various aspects of the intersection of journalism, race, and gender from the mid-nineteenth 
century to the present . Topics include Amy Jacques Garvey’s work alongside husband Marcus 
Garvey, including her involvement with the Negro World newspaper in Harlem; the role of 
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W .E .B . DuBois and The Crisis in constructing counternarratives of race, class, and gender; the 
role of radical Black women journalists of the Cold War era; feminist standpoint and Indig-
enous standpoint theories as they emerge in contextual stories of missing women in the non-
ethnic, Indigenous and Black presses; Ethel Payne’s contributions to gender and race politics 
through Payne’s coverage of the women’s liberation movement for the Chicago Defender; and 
the experiences of Black journalists of all genders in the integrated mainstream press .

 4:10-5:10 pm Your Choice of Two Simultaneous Sessions

PANEL DISCUSSION: Validating the Value of HBCU Newspapers in Journalism History and  
Media Industry Diversity: Four Perspectives    
Heritage I

Moderator: Chalise Macklin, University of Memphis

• Will Sites, Lincoln University of Missouri
• Sheryl Kennedy Haydel, Loyola University New Orleans
• Pamela E. Foster, Georgia State University
• George L. Daniels, University of Alabama

The Black Collegiate Press is a great source of information about the experiences of Black col-
lege students . But these outlets also play a key role in the development of media professionals 
of color. This panel features four different perspectives on the way the Black Collegiate Press 
can be the starting point for research. One panelist shows how he has involved his students in 
this research . Others demonstrate ways to assess and analyze these student-produced outlets .

PANEL DISCUSSION: How to Get Your Research to Work for You
Nashville

Moderator: Cory MacNeil, University of Missouri

 • Claire Rounkles, University of Missouri
 • Jason Lee Guthrie, Clayton State University
 • Dana Dabek, Temple University

This graduate student panel will focus on how early-career and practiced scholars can develop 
sustainable practices to create and advance their research agendas. Panelists will share their 
personal experiences and offer insights, tips, and suggestions. This panel also invites attendees 
to share ideas . Topics include how developing scholars can use social media and networking 
to advance scholarship pursuits; different ways scholars can develop a sustainable research 
agenda; the many economic, political, and social forces that impact how public historians tell 
stories; and how to navigate interpretations and collective memory of the past while centering 
voices that have previously been devalued . 
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6 pm Gala Dinner
Meet in the hotel lobby at 5:40 pm
Separate ticket required

The Gala will be hosted by McEwen’s at 120 Monroe, a 10-minute walk 
from the conference hotel . With a restaurant, bar, and wine cellar, 
McEwen’s aims for a relaxed atmosphere and charming personality . The 
menu features an eclectic blend of styles with the largest emphasis on 
Southern food raised to new and unusual heights . 
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index oF Presenters, moderators, 
and aWard Winners
Andersen, Karlin 25
Anderson, William B. 10
Atkins, Aaron 12
Bauer, A. J. 25
Bedingfield, Sid 28
Boll, Eric 25
Bragg, Dianne 10, 11, 13, 14
Broussard, Jinx C. 10, 29
Calhoun, Caleb 13, 14
Campbell, W. Joseph 12, 19
Carroll, Brian 29
Chapin, Dwight 19
Cieslik-Miskimen, Caitlin 25
Conway, Mike 27
Cooper, Caryl 12
Coyle, Erin 9, 26
Dabek, Dana 25, 30
Daniels, George L. 25, 29, 30
Dawson, Katherine 19
Dick, Bailey 10, 20
Edmondson, Aimee 5, 9, 13
Fears, Lillie Mae 12
Feldstein, Mark 19
Ferré, John 26
Fondren, Elisabeth 26 
Forde, Kathy Roberts 28
Foster, Pamela E. 30
Franklin, Laura 10
Frederick, Nathaniel 29
Fuhlhage, Michael 10, 12
Fuller, Max 29
Grant, Rachel 29
Greene-Blye, Melissa 13
Guthrie, Jason Lee, 9, 10, 26, 30

Haun, Daniel 26
Haydel, Sheryl Kennedy 30
Haygood, Daniel 26
Hill, Denise 26
Hirshon, Nicholas 19
Hume, Janice 10, 11
Jackson, Cathy M. 12, 29
Johnson, Nia 26
Kennedy, Dakotah 26
Kitch, Carolyn 13
Kroeger, Brooke 29
Lanosga, Gerry 19
LaPoe, Ben 29
Lewis, Charles 25
Liseblad, Madeleine 19, 27
Lucht, Tracy 19, 27
Macklin, Chalise 30
MacNeil, Cory 30
Marcellus, Jane 28 
Mari, Will 25, 28
Marshall, Jon 9
Mascaro, Thomas A. 19, 25
Masterson, Annette 26
Matthews, Marcus 13, 15
McCune, Meghan Menard 20
Mellinger, Gwyneth 10
Mislán, Cristina 29
Mohamed, Ali Noor 25
Nally, Jared 13
Nelson, Cole 29
Parry, Pam 25
Perry, Earnest 12, 26
Platenburg, Gheni 29
Pribanic-Smith, Erika 9, 12

Reed, Tyrone Tony 13, 14
Rounkles, Claire 19, 26, 30
Sanford, Otis 13, 14, 15
Schaefer, Christopher 26
Schutz, Adam 26
Shores, Elizabeth Findley 28
Siff, Stephen, 9
Sites, Will 30
Smith, Marquita 9, 12
Smith, Pete 26
Stamm, Michael 13
Svirnovskiy, Gregory, 9
Taylor, LaTonya 26
Thomas, Wendi 21
Thompson, April 13, 14
Todd, Kim 28
Vashakidze, Rusudan 26
Walck, Pamela 25
Walter, Ashley 19, 25
Walters, Patrick 25
Ward, Ken J. 12
Wickham, Kathleen 9
Zacher, Dale 20



33





The Media School is proud to congratulate 
Professor Mike Conway on becoming 
AJHA president.

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
PROFESSOR CONWAY



At the College of Communication and 
Information Sciences, faculty and students 
conduct cutting-edge research that creates 
knowledge and provides solutions to global 
issues across the full communication and 
information spectrum. Here we celebrate 
creativity, curiosity, collaboration, diverse 
perspectives and innovative thinking.

C&IS VALUES HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND 
SUPPORTS FACULTY AND STUDENTS AS THEY 
PURSUE THEIR RESEARCH INTERESTS. WE ARE 
PROUD OF THOSE WHO ARE A PART OF AJHA 
THIS YEAR:

Dr. A.J. Bauer (assistant professor)  
Research in progress

Dr. Caryl Cooper (associate professor emerita)  
AJHA convention coordinator

Dr. George Daniels (associate professor)  
Research paper and research in progress

Dr. Karla Gower (professor)  
Research reviewer

LaTonya Taylor (graduate student)  
Research in progress 

Dr. Dianne Bragg, (associate professor)  
Teaching panel participant and local  
panel moderator

cis.ua.edu

Empowering 
excellence and 
creativity in 
communication, 
media and 
information

Dr. Dianne Bragg  
winner of the  

AJHA Teacher  
of the Year Award
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Getting Around the Sheraton Memphis
Layout of the convention rooms 

The second floor of the Sheraton Memphis Downtown 
will serve as a central area for convention activities.

The registration table—where you can find extra face 
masks and hand sanitizer—will be set up in the mezzanine 
lobby Wednesday through Friday. Breakfast, coffee, and 
tea service will be served in the foyer outside the Heritage 
rooms. All board meetings will take place in Memphis. 
The President’s Address and Awards Luncheon will be in 
Heritage II &III, while the paper and panel sessions will be 
divided between Heritage I and Nashville .

The Awards Reception on Thursday and the Donna 
Allen Luncheon on Friday will take place in Magnolia, on 

the first floor. Dining tables will be spread as far apart as 
possible, with no more than six to eight people at a table . 

Facial coverings are strongly recommended at all 
paper and panel sessions, which are in smaller rooms . In 
addition, masks are recommended in the hallway between 
sessions and while browsing auction items. Masks are 
required for the Historic Tour, which will depart from the 
front lobby Friday afternoon. 

If you become ill at the conference, please email 
ajhaconvention@gmail.com. Information about protocols 
at the Sheraton Memphis Downtown can be found on the 
hotel’s website: https://whattoexpect.marriott.com/emds



 ///

What do you know about Elon University’s School of 
Communications? We’re award-winning – see right –  
but our greatest successes are found in the classroom. 

Our school is home to more than 80 full-time faculty 
and staff, who deliver a student-centered academic 
experience to nearly 1,500 students studying 
journalism, strategic communications, cinema and 
televisions arts, communication design, media analytics 
and sport management.

Creating a vibrant learning environment 
has propelled us to be one of the nation’s great 
communications schools.

l Ranked sixth overall in the Broadcast 
Education Association’s school rankings

l Won Diamond Dollars Case Competition at 
the 2022 SABR Analytics Conference

l Named an ‘Education A-List’ institution  
by PRNEWS

l Houses the NC Local News Workshop  
and NC Open Government Coalition

l Communication design major recognized in 
prestigious Graphis New Talent Annual

 

Elon Distinctives

We’re in Memphis, too!
Say hello to our #ElonComm faculty members who are presenting at the 41st Annual AJHA Convention.

elon.edu/communications eloncomm eloncomm 

– 2022 U.S. News & World Report ‘Best Colleges’ guide

#1 National University
for Teaching Excellence

Lorraine Ahearn
Bill Anderson
Dan Haygood

Denise Hill
(not pictured)
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We’ll see you next year at the

Make plans to join us next year as AJHA travels to 
Columbus, Ohio, home of the Ohio State Buckeyes, the 
first NFL headquarters and the Billy Ireland Cartoon 
Library and Museum . Columbus is known for German 
influences dating to the 1800s. Because of its geographical 
location, Ohio is home to more than 3,000 miles of the 
Underground Railroad . The Kelton House Museum and 
Garden continues to be a testament to that family’s 
involvement in the abolitionist movement.

We’ll be staying in the historic Westin Great Southern 
Hotel Columbus, built in 1897 . The hotel was considered 
to be the “showcase of the Midwest” because of its 
French Renaissance architecture . A short walk from the 

hotel takes you to Columbus’ downtown area, where 
you’ll find restaurants and entertainment to explore. 

Today, Columbus is considered a hub for nature lovers, 
sports fans, history buffs and animal lovers. The Grange 
Insurance Audubon Center is a bird watchers’ paradise . 
The Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens 
should be brimming with colorful foliage befitting the fall. 
And a trip to Germantown will have restaurants featuring 
German-inspired cuisine, beer and The Book Loft, a store 
containing 32 rooms of books . 

The local hosts are putting together events that 
represent the city’s unique history and culture, so make 
plans to attend a conference you won’t forget.

September 28-30, 2023
The Westin Great Southern Hotel Columbus

42nd annual
American Journalism Historians  
Association convention
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journalism.missouri.edu/mujschool /mujschool /mujschool

CONGRATULATIONS!

Keith Greenwood

Associate Professor

2022 Joseph McKerns 

Research Grant recipient

Greenwood is examining the photography 

that appeared in newsprint during 

the Vietnam War, specifically learning 

whether Stars and Stripes produced more 

negative or “raw” coverage of the war 

after the Tet Offensive.

Learn about 

Greenw
ood’s

research

Yong Volz

Associate Professor

AJHA Board of Directors 

2021–2024


