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President’s Column

History provides insights on discourse of sexual inequality

Intelligencer
find it on my Facebook wall.) But, I mustdisclose that we are friends, and weworked together on a journalism projectin 2014: the Starkville Free Press, a digi‐tal, student produced version of herpaper. I’ve known Prince for much longer,having met him when I was an under‐graduate at Mississippi State and he, agraduate student at Ole Miss. This columnis not a direct attack on his person either,but rather his reactions and how hisbrand of journalism reaffirms the contin‐ued maintenance of the status quo andwhat it says about the progress, or lackthereof, toward sexual equality. In thinking about Gunn’s commentsand Prince’s reaction to Ladd’s post aboutthose comments, I’m reminded of some‐

remarks: “I didn’t mean to not include thegirls.” An AP reporter then asked, “Thewomen?” to which Gunn responded,“They like when I call them girls causethey think they’re younger.”Ladd, in her repost of the AP article onher Facebook page, added the followingremark about Gunn: “Then there’s thisgood ole boy.” 

From that point, Prince, who ownstwo newspapers in the state, the MadisonCounty Journal and the Neshoba Democ‐rat, launched into a social media battle‐of‐words with Ladd that stretched overseveral days. Ladd’s remark clearly of‐fended Prince, but Ladd defended herright both to repost the story and makethe remark. “The middle class is being left behindand the libs are whining about anothermanufactured war on women,” Princesaid in his first response. He continued, “I mean this is the sameole bile, nothing more than a diversion, aproduct of their anger because voters arerejecting their socialist‐marxist [sic] no‐tions of governance left and right. Europeis on fire. Create a diversion!” Ladd’s responses included this one:“So, James E. Prince III’s Facebook is nowfilled with various mischaracterizationsof what I actually said to him for callingme a Marxist, etc. He says in a post belowthat I called myself a ‘victimized feminist.’This is an outright lie.”My intent here is not to defend Ladd— she can, and did, do that herself. (Ladddedicated her November 24 column, “AGirl Strikes Back,” to this issue. You can

Three years ago, I wrotean article for JournalismHistory on Carolyn Ben‐nett Patterson, NationalGeographic’s first wo ‐man senior editor. Pat‐terson, whose career atthe Geographic lastedsome 35 years, was, likemany women journal‐ists of the mid‐20th cen‐tury, subjected to thesexist practices of hermale supervisors. Some of these ac tionswere blatant in their in‐tent, like the Geographic’s long‐standingpolicy banning women from working astravel journalists. Others were more sub‐tle, like the eye rolls when she stood up instaff meetings, time and again, to push fora then radical idea: an in‐house daycarecenter for Geographic employees. I was reminded recently of Patterson’sstruggles after seeing a series of Face‐book exchanges between Mississippinews paper publisher and editor James(Jim) E. Prince III and editor and journal‐ist Donna Ladd. Ladd, editor‐in‐chief and co‐owner ofthe Jackson Free Press, Mississippi’s onlyalternative newspaper, reposted an APstory about Mississippi House of Repre‐sentatives Speaker Philip Gunn, in whichthe Republican admitted to the unlikeli‐hood that elected Democrats would bechosen for House leadership positions oreven have a voice in helping shape Housepolicy and political agenda. “If you sendme a Democrat,” Gunn said, “then he’s notpart of that conversation.”Gunn also kept referring to state leg‐islators as men, and when asked by an APreporter, “What about the women?” Gunnreplied, “Man or woman. Whatever. Ishould have said, ‘the member.’” A few minutes later, Gunn came backto the conversation to clarify his previous
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AJHA members elect ‐ed a 2nd vice presi‐dent and threemem  bers to the orga‐nization’s board of di‐rectors at the 2015national convention.Dianne Bragg (Uni‐versity of Alabama)was elected 2nd vicepresident.Kathy Brad shaw(Bowling Green StateUniversity), Tracy Lucht (Iowa State) andPam Perry (Eastern Kentucky) joined theboard, which is charged with stewardingthe AJHA. Bradshaw said she is privileged toserve in her new role. “I’m thrilled tohave the opportunity to serve on theboard of a great organization,” she said.“AJHA provides tremendous support toits members, and I’m lucky to have thechance to contribute.”Like Bradshaw, Lucht cited a desire togive back to the venerable organization

as her primary motivation. “This organization has done a lot forme professionally, and I am eager to giveback,” Lucht said. “It is my hope thatAJHA will continue to expand its mem‐bership while demonstrating its value tocurrent members. In particular, I hope tocontinue the work others have beendoing to emphasize the importance ofhistory and to help our members achievetheir professional and institutionalgoals.”Similarly, Perry credits AJHA withhelping her professional career and aimsto service the organization that aided inher own endeavors.“I want to serve on the AJHA boardsimply because it is the single most sig‐nificant organization in my professionallife,” Perry said. “I owe so much to themembers who helped me as a graduatestudent to find a place and a voice.They’ve also helped me transition fromgraduate student to budding scholar. Isimply want to give back a portion of thatwhich I have received.”
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2nd VP, Board of Directors members elected

by Willie R. 
Tubbs

by Jodi Rightler-McDanielsKimberley Mangun, associate professorat the University of Utah, will be pre‐sented with the Eugene Asher Award forDistinguished Teaching atthe American Historical As‐sociation’s 130th annualmeeting in Atlanta in Janu‐ary 2016.The award, named forthe late Eugene Asher, recog‐nizes outstanding teachingand advocacy for historyteaching. Mangun, the firstcommunication historian towin this esteemed award,feels fortunate to be recog‐nized.“I am incredibly honoredto receive this prestigious teachingaward, especially since it has traditionallybeen given to professors of history,” shesaid. “The prize committee’s recognition

of the discipline of communication his‐tory and the outstanding work individu‐als do in this area is very gratifying.”Mangun teaches an undergraduatemass communication history course anda graduate seminar on his‐torical research methods.Jennifer Jones, one of Man‐gun’s former graduate stu‐dents, praised her formerprofessor for offering a richand nuanced experience inher course.“Dr. Mangun gave me theacademic space and guid‐ance to piece together newsarticles, letters to the editor,personal correspondenceand even want ads for a morecomplete telling of history,”Jones said. “The rigor of her personalscholarship became her expectation formine. I am a better student, teacher, his‐torian, and journalist because of her.”

Kim Mangun wins history teaching award

Kimberley Mangun
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Jennifer Bonnet, Jennifer Moore and
Kristin Gustafson had essays in the re‐cent special issue of Newspaper ResearchJournal, “Capturing and Preserving theFirst Draft of History in the Digital Envi‐ronment.” Gustafson’s work covers thearchiving challenges of ethnic newspa‐pers; Moore and Bonnet’s article presentsresults of a survey showing that preserv‐ing digitized newspapers is deemed moreimportant than born‐digital news arti‐cles.Cambridge University Press published
Giovanna Dell’Orto’s latest book, “APForeign Correspondents in Action fromWorld War II to the Present.” This oralhistory gives new frontline insights intomajor events from the Japanese surren‐der in 1945 to the 2010s Syrian civil war.It also helps to understand the impact offoreign news on international affairs byfocusing on the evolving journalistic prac‐tices at The Associated Press.Emmy award‐winning documentarian
Kitty Endres won an Ohio HumanitiesCouncil grant to complete post produc‐tion of a new documentary, “BLIMP!Sports, Broadcasting and the GoodyearAirship.” The documentary features ABCGood Morning America’s Robin Roberts,formerly of ESPN, and NBC sportscasterAl Michaels, as well as scholars fromOberlin and Kent State and pilots and ex‐ecutives from the Goodyear blimp pro‐gram. The program, narrated by ZacJack son of ProFootballTalk, is scheduledfor a June 2016 release.The board of the Czechoslovak StudiesAssociation unanimously voted to honor
Owen V. Johnson with the Stan ‐ley B. Winters award for his distinguishedcontributions to the field of Czechoslovakstudies. This award is given periodicallyto recognize CSA members for their workfor the CSA and the field as a whole. John‐son received the award Nov. 20 at the an‐nual meeting of the Association for Slavic,

East European and Eurasian Studies inPhiladelphia.Lexington Books published Teri Finne-
man’s first book, “Press Portrayals ofWomen Politicians, 1870s‐2000s: From‘Lunatic’ Woodhull to ‘Polarizing’ Palin.”The book is a revised version of Finne‐man’s dissertation, completed under thedirection of a committee that included
Yong Volz (chair), Earnest Perry and
Tim Vos. The discount code to order attinyurl.com/oc4c9hr is LEX30AUTH16. 
Dean Jobb’s book “Empire of Deception:The Incredible Story of a Master SwindlerWho Seduced a City and Captivated theNation” (Algonquin Books), the true storyof a Ponzi schemer in 1920s Chicago, isthe Chicago Writers Association’s 2015Non‐fiction Book of the Year and a finalistfor the Hilary Westin Writers’ Trust ofCanada award for non‐fiction.Teen Vogue named “Mad Men and Work‐ing Women: Feminist Perspectives onHistorical Power, Resistance, and Other‐ness” to its “epic feminist reading list.”
Tracy Lucht, Jane Marcellus and Kim-
berly Wilmot Voss co‐authored the bookwith Erika Engstrom. A forthcoming newedition contains an updated conclusionreflecting the end of Mad Men.
Kimberley Mangun received a $1,000Kappa Tau Alpha Chapter Adviser Re‐search Grant, which she will use to do acultural biography of Emory OvertonJackson, long‐time editor of the Birming‐ham World and overlooked figure in theCivil Rights Movement. Authorship will publish Will Mari’s arti‐cle “Writer by Trade: James Ralph’sClaims to Authorship.” Based on Mari’sthesis research, the article discusses anAmerican expatriate (and estrangedfriend of Benjamin Franklin) who wrotean early reflection on journalistic writingas a vocation.

The Winter 2015 Journalism & MassCommunication Quarterly includes
Gwyn Mellinger’s article “WashingtonConfidential: A Double Standard GivesWay to The People’s Right to Know.”Mellinger received the David SloanAward for Best Faculty Paper for this re‐search at the 2010 AJHA convention; thearticle is revised and expanded with ad‐ditional primary source material thatpreviously was not available.
David Nord and Michael Stamm wrotechapters for “Making News: The PoliticalEconomy of Journalism in Britain andAmerica from the Glorious Revolution tothe Internet” (Oxford University Press).The edited volume offers comparativehistorical studies of news media in theU.S. and U.K. Nord’s chapter covers theurban newspaper and the Victorian city,while Stamm’s explores broadcast jour‐nalism in the interwar period.Kansas History: A Journal of the CentralPlains published research by Erika Prib-
anic-Smith in the Autumn 2015 issue.Originally presented at the 2014 AJHAconvention, the article explores how thejournalistic environment of 1870sTopeka led to the shooting of editor JasonClarke Swayze and comments on the libeland free press implications of the inci‐dent.
Joshua Roiland has several recent pub‐lications: an invited essay in A24 Filmsexamining the ways David Foster Wallacerepresented the Midwest in his literaryjournalism, published in conjunctionwith the release of the motion picture“The End of the Tour”; reviews of TracyDaughtery’s Joan Didion biography onMedium and in the Washington Post; anannotation on Nieman Storyboard of thereadings he assigns to students in his lit‐erary journalism course; and an article inLiterary Journalism Studies tracing thehistory of the terms “literary journalism,”“longform,” and “longreads.”

Member News & Notes

tinyurl.com/oc4c9hr


New AJHA President
Pete Smith plans to
help manage confer-
ence expenses, in-
crease membership and
exposure, and find
ways to preserve and
promote media history
courses in the curricu-
lum.
Smith, an associate

professor at Missis-
sippi State University,

assumed the presidency at the 34th Annual
AJHA Convention in Oklahoma City. 

Smith, excited to start his new role,
feels a debt to the organization. “It’s been
10 years since my first AJHA conference
[in San Antonio],” he said. “Since that time,
this group has done more for me than any
other professional group.”

Smith plans to continue working toward
the goals established by the previous ad-
ministration, including assisting the Con-

vention Sites Committee in managing con-
ference costs. He has called for the forma-
tion of an ad hoc committee (chaired by
Ohio University’s Ellen Gerl) to help iden-
tify university sponsorships and individual
contributors as a means to reduce costs, and
he has asked the Long-range Planning
Committee to develop a membership sur-
vey to gauge members’ conference experi-
ence.

A central goal of these two efforts,
Smith said, is “how to give members … the
best conference experience we can, while
making it as affordable as possible.” 

Smith’s AJHA experience includes
mem berships on the Public Relations and
History in the Curriculum committees,
working as the first digital media editor for
American Journalism and, most recently,
serving on the Board of Directors.

He is eager to give back to the organi-
zation that has done so much for him. “I’m
excited for the chance to repay that debt,”
he said.

4 Intelligencer! Winter  2015

Board of Directors

Ann Bourne 
Alabama 

Kathy Bradshaw 
Bowling Green 

Michael Fuhlhage 
Wayne State 

Keith Greenwood 
Missouri 

Tracy Lucht 
Iowa State 

Jon Marshall 
Northwestern 

Pam Parry 
Eastern Kentucky 

Reed Smith 
Georgia Southern 

Donna Lampkin Stephens 
Central Arkansas 

Ex-Officio 

Past President 
Erika Pribanic-Smith 
Texas-Arlington 

Past President 
Amy Mattson Lauters 

Minnesota State-Mankato 

American Journalism Editor 
Ford Risley 
Penn State 

Historian
Dale Cressman 
Brigham Young 

Finance Officer 
Lisa Mullikin Parcell 

Wichita State

New president aims to give back 
to AJHA by moving it forward

by Chandra D.
Clark

thing I read in the 2010 Autumn/Winterissue of Journalism and CommunicationMonographs. In a monograph entitled“News and Feminism: A Historic Dialog,”Bernadette Baker‐Plummer explains howand why feminism was and is underval‐ued in the public discourse. The fault partly lies, she says, withjournalists who minimize its importancethrough news (re)framing while ignoringthe role of hegemonic masculinity in theprocess. So, how can we expect the publicto understand or acknowledge the waysin which men maintain power overwomen when our opinion leaders, bothpolitical and journalistic, will not or can‐not? In this particular case, then, it is morethan a little disturbing that Prince, a manwho makes his living through words, re‐fuses to see the role of language in thehegemonic conservation of masculinepower. Prince failed on another account aswell — to hold Gunn accountable forusing his position of influence so care‐

lessly. Prince is in the influential position,too, to lead a more thoughtful discussionon what happens when male politicalleaders dismiss, through public dis‐course, their political counterparts —their female colleagues — and conse‐quently, a significant portion of the votingpopulation. Instead, Prince chose, in his reactionto Ladd and his attempts at marginaliza‐tion, to cater to the public’s (and his own)indifference and ignorance about the re‐alities of sexual inequality. Let this episode serve as a case studyfor our students — especially those whobelieve we live in a post‐feminist culturein which equality has been achieved ordoes not matter — of how language andpolitical position are used to maintainhegemony. For me, it offers as an oppor‐tunity to connect‐the‐dots between Pat‐terson’s story and the present journalisticand political climates, thus offering astrong argument for using history to un‐derstand how we arrived at such a sorrymoment in time in the first place. 

President’s Column (from page 1)



The annual AJHA convention achievesthe organization’s goal of promotingexcellence in mass communicationteaching and research through presen‐tations, awards, and networking oppor‐tunities such as the historic tour andspecial meals.Those networking moments havethe important side effect of forgingbonds of friendship among conventionattendees. As these photos from AJHA2015 in Oklahoma City demonstrate,we have a lot of fun in the process. ‐Erika J. Pribanic‐Smith
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Top: AJHA members feel tall at the bottom of Devon
Tower, the site of the gala dinner. Photo by Keith
Greenwood
Top right: Donna Lampkin Stephens, David Davies,
and Sonny Rhodes enjoy the view from the top of
the tower. Photo by Erika J. Pribanic-Smith
MIddle right: Joe Campbell and David Vergobbi take
a break from touring the grounds of the Oklahoma
City National Memorial & Museum.  Photo by Bill
Huntzicker
Bottom right: Mike Murray, Maurine Beasley, and
Leonard Teel share a laugh during the President’s
Panel. Photo by David R. Davies
Center: Tracy Lucht and Raluca Cozma and (bottom
left)  Terry Lueck and Kathy Bradshaw  capture selfies
at the gala dinner. Photos by Don Bishop

AJHA 2015 offers fun, camaraderie
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There actually is verylittle “behind thescenes” work done bythe Margaret A. Blan‐chard Doctoral Dis‐sertation Prize Com ‐   mittee, largely be ‐cause since the found‐ing of the prize in late1990s, as much trans‐parency as possiblehas been the order ofthe day.Almost a year’sworth of research anddiscussion preceded the founding of theprize. The association’s board of directorsformed an ad hoc committee chaired byOhio University’s Pat Washburn, a long‐time AJHA stalwart, and directed it topropose a structure and organizationaltemplate for the prize. After investigatingthe processes by which other historicallearned societies organized their disser‐tation prizes, a completed proposal wassubmitted to the AJHA board. With theboard’s approval the first prize, alongwith three honorable mentions, wereawarded in 1997.The Prize Committee has seven mem‐bers, a chair and six others, two of whichare chosen each year to serve as jurychairs. The two juries are comprised of achair and two members, and the compo‐sition of each jury is determined by a rig‐orous effort to avoid conflicts of interest.No one may evaluate the work of a nomi‐nee from their own university, from theuniversity from where they’ve earnedtheir doctorate or from a universitywhere they have worked in the past.Extra care in this regard is taken when se‐

lecting the two jury chairs. Over the prize’s nineteen years of ex‐istence, the median number of nomineeshas been twelve, so typically each jury issent six portfolios to evaluate. Each port‐folio includes a table of contents, an ab‐stract and a sample chapter, with nom‐ inees encouraged to submit a chapterwhich foregrounds primary research.Once each jury has rank‐ordered theirsubmissions, the jury chairs submit theirresults to the chair, who then designatesthe top two nominees from each jury asfinalists. The chair then ensures thatthose four finalists’ dissertations have allevidence of authors, institutions or dis‐sertation committee members removed,either by substantial use of white‐out ordeletion of pages. All four “blinded” full dissertationsare then sent to one jury chair who eval‐uates them and then sends them on to thesecond. The second jury chair does thesame and then returns them to the chair.This second‐step refereeing process de‐termines the finalists’ rank order: theBlanchard prize winner (with a $500honorarium) and the three honorablementions ($200 each). It is the pleasantduty of the chair to notify the directors ofthe finalists’ dissertations of the final re‐sults, suggesting that the directors be theones to actually notify their former stu‐dents of the happy results.Since the submission deadline for anycalendar year is the following February 1,we hope to have the entire process com‐pleted by late April or early May — timeenough for the happy honorees to maketheir travel plans to the AJHA annual con‐ference in October where the prizes areofficially awarded. 

Committee Chairs
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Mike Conway, Indiana 
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Erika Pribanic-Smith, 
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Research 
Michael Fuhlhage, 
Wayne State 

Behind the Scenes with the Blanchard 
Dissertation Prize Committee

Committee Spotlight

The AJHA has 13 committees that work throughout the year to keep the organization
running. In each issue of this volume of the Intelligencer, we’ll be highlighting a com-
mittee, letting members know who is on the committee and what the committee is doing.
The goals are to keep members informed about what’s going on in the organization and
to offer more information on ways that members can get involved. 

David 
Abrahamson
Northwestern
University



The AJHA Margaret A. Blanchard Doctoral Dissertation Prize, given for the first timein 1997, is awarded annually for the best doctoral dissertation dealing with masscommunication history. An honorarium of $500 accompanies the prize, and a $200honorarium is awarded to each honorable mention.Eligible works shall include both quantitative and qualitative historical disserta‐tions, written in English, which have been completed between January 1, 2015, andDecember 31, 2015. For the purposes of this award, a “completed” work is definedas one which has not only been submitted and defended but also revised and filed infinal form at the applicable doctoral‐degree‐granting university by December 31,2015.To be considered, nomination packets must include:(a) One copy of the complete dissertation in hard copy;(b) One digital copy of the complete dissertation on a CD;(c) Four copies each of the following items, with all author, school, and dissertationcommittee identification of any kind whited‐out:(i.) a single chapter from the dissertation [preferably not to exceed 50 manuscriptpages, not including notes, charts or photographs],(ii.) a 200‐word dissertation abstract,(iii.) the dissertation table of contents; (d) a letter of nomination from the dissertation chair/director or the chair of theuniversity department in which the dissertation was written;(e) a cover letter from the nominee:(i.) containing complete (home and work) contact information including postaladdresses, phone numbers and e‐mail addresses,(ii.) indicating a willingness, should the dissertation be selected for a prize, bothto attend the awarding ceremony and to deliver a public presentation based on thedissertation at the 2016 American Journalism Historians Association Annual Conven‐tion 6‐8 October 2016 in St. Petersburg, FL.Note: Regarding Paragraph (c.)(i.) above, as a guide to selecting a chapter for sub‐mission, the Award Committee has in the past expressed a preference for a chapterwhich, if possible, highlights the work’s strengths as a piece of primary‐sourced orig‐inal research.Nominations, along with all the supporting materials, should be sent to: Prof.David Abrahamson, Chair, AJHA Margaret A. Blanchard Doctoral Dissertation PrizeCommittee, Medill School of Journalism, Northwestern University, 1845 SheridanRoad, Evanston, IL 60208.The deadline for entries is a postmark date of February 1, 2016.

Robert Rabe Named 
H-Net Book Review EditorRobert Rabe of Marshall University hasbeen named book review editor of J‐His‐tory, a discussion liston the H‐Net Net‐work. The list hasbeen without a bookreview editor for thepast year, and Rabe iseager to commissionnew reviews. Anyone interestedin writing a review iswelcome to contactRabe at rabe @mar‐shall.edu. Please senda current CV and listof research interests.Reviews gen  erally run1,200‐1,500 words. The list of new booksavailable for review covers a wide rangeof topics and specialties.
AJHA to offer Palmegiano Award 
for transnational research paper
by Jodi Rightler-McDanielsThe AJHA Board of Directors approved anew annual prize for the best conventionpaper on international or transnationaljournalism history.The Palmegiano Award, named afterand funded by Eugenia (Jean) M. Pal ‐megiano, aims to recognize scholarshipthat is comparative in scope and encour‐ages research that crosses borders, bethey geographical, cultural or technolog‐ical. Palmegiano hopes the prize inspiresjournalism historians to widen their re‐search beyond borders of all kinds.“The prize recognizes the multi‐di‐mensional nature of journalism historyand attests to the ongoing openness ofAJHA to expand scholarship in our field,”she said. “Given the increasing technolo‐gies for cross‐cultural communication inthe 21st century, investigation of its rootsand development now seems particularlyappropriate.”The $5,000 donation will be brokendown into $150 prizes annually. Pal ‐megiano is a professor emerita of historyat Saint Peter’s University.
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Blanchard Prize 2015 honorees were (from left) Woody Woodruff, Carrie Teresa, Sid Beding-
field, and Kevin Lerner. (Photo by Bill Huntzicker)

American Journalism Historians Association
2016 Margaret A. Blanchard Doctoral Dissertation Prize

Robert
Rabe
Marshall
University



glass of wine. Eat dessert first, like mywife. Spend time with good friends whoare smart and funny – like you, some ofmy favorite people.This may seem like a strange thing fora historian to say, but I believe it is impor‐tant advice for all of us, and especially forthose of us who teach. And who teach his‐tory. The present moment is everything.To get back to Genghis Khan, KingHenry, and George Washington Sweeney,I want you to think of where you camefrom. Each of us has two parents. Each ofthem had two parents, so we have fourgrandparents. And eight great‐grandpar‐ents, and 16 . . . and so on, and so on. Ifyou think about your ancestors, theyspread into the past behind you like agreat pyramid with you as the apex. Orthink of an hourglass. You are the neck,the thin point of one single person whocarries the DNA of thousands, maybe mil‐lions, of people in the past. The stuff oftheir bodies literally makes up the stuff ofyour body. And their experiences shapedthem, which they passed on to their chil‐dren, generation to generation, so thatyour grandparents and parents shaped

youwith not only their physical attributesbut also the lives they led and the stories
they were told, and the stories they told
you. The Revolutionary War, all thoseministers, my mother’s experiences on atruck farm in Kansas in the Great Depres‐sion, the great hunger in my father’s clanfrom Ireland, the Dust Bowl and GreatPlains and the Cold War and all that –these shaped me. What about you?The past is not dead. The past is noteven past.Now, think of your descendants. Manyof you have, or will have, children. I havea son, and he has a wife and child. If youhave two children, and each of those chil‐dren has two children, and so on and soon, you will be the patriarch or matriarchof a huge clan. You might have millions ofdescendants someday.Not everybody has children, of course.But we, here, as teachers, all have whatOrson Scott Card called “Children of theMind.” We pass along our knowledge, wepass along our stories, to our students.And they will be changed by our storiesand our teaching, and share what theyhave learned with their students, and soon. Just as we are the children of theminds of those who came before us. Wemay shape thousands, even millions, ofminds.I myself am grateful to have studiedwith Pat Washburn, who was shaped, inpart, by his professors at Baylor Univer‐sity and by his grandfather in East Ten‐nessee. And I was shaped by Joe Bernt,who was smacked into shape by the Je‐suits of Oregon. And, more recently, Icount myself lucky to have been influ‐enced by the research and writing skillsof professors at Ohio University such asEllen Gerl and Aimee Edmondson, whoare here. And Joseph Campbell, MaurineBeasley, Giovanna Dell’Orto . . . and if Inamed everyone we would be here allday. And, of course, I owe a great debt tomy wife, Carolyn, who has shown me, andcontinues to show me, the importance oflove – and humility. My wife’s main duty
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by Mike Sweeney
Address to AJHA upon receiving the

Kobre Award, Oct. 8, 2015
Skirvin Hotel, Oklahoma CityThis will be an unconventional talk.I was on the web a few days ago andstumbled upon the fact that DNA tests re‐veal that there are about 16 million mendescended from Genghis Khan living inthe world today. That’s about 1 in every200 men. Maybe one of them is here.I myself am a direct descendant ofHenry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine. Maybesome of you are, too. The first ancestorsof mine that I can trace in the Americascame to Massachusetts in 1629 from Not‐tinghamshire, England. Their familyname was Billings, which was mymother’s maiden name. They includedsome of the first Congregationalist minis‐ters in the New World. One fought in theConnecticut militia in the RevolutionaryWar. Some of their descendants settled inBleeding Kansas, in PottawatomieCounty. On my father’s side, we don’tknow as much. The first Sweeney ances‐tor of mine born in the United States ar‐rived in Flat Rock, Indiana, in 1851. Hisparents likely came from Ireland to es‐cape the potato famine, and were veryglad to become Americans. They namedtheir son, my great‐grandfather, GeorgeWashington Sweeney.The reason I bring this up has to dowith the present moment.As many of you know, a little over ayear ago I was diagnosed with stage IVkidney cancer. I have been on chemo eversince. Now, I know what you’re thinking.How could someone that sick still be sogood looking? It’s a mystery to me. It has been an ordeal, and as I dealwith the physical and emotional toll, I’vedecided that it is of paramount impor‐tance to live for the day. It’s not good tolive in the past, and dwell on mistakes orhow good things once were. And it’s notgood to live in the future and dwell onwhat might be. Live in the present mo‐ment. Enjoy a sunset. Never say no to a

Kobre Award for Lifetime Achievement

History teachers ‘will shape the world to come’

See History teachers on next page

Mike Sweeney delivers Kobre address at 2015
AJHA convention.  (Photo by Don Bishop)



is to keep me humble, I think, and per‐haps she’s not doing a very good job.So, my point is this: Whether youcount your biological ancestors and de‐scendants, or you count the ancestors ofthe mind and the children of the mind,each of us stands at the pinch‐point of thehourglass, where an infinity of experiencehas shaped us, and we share it with thosewho follow us, perhaps to infinity. Thismakes each of us, today, in this moment,a potential fulcrum to move the world.Chaos theory demonstrates this is so, inthe physical sciences. Trust me, it’s alsotrue in the humanities and social sci‐ences.This makes it imperative that we gethistory right, of course, because the storyneeds to be right, and true, and well‐told,if it is to have an appropriate impact —

whether it is about wartime censorship,which I study, or whatever subject is mostdear to your heart. But it also makes it im‐perative that we act with kindness andlove. I believe we should treat each otherlike God’s children every day, becauseeven the smallest act can resonate forgenerations.So, I want to say, that in accepting thisaward, I must thank those who shapedme, and those whom I perhaps haveshaped. Six of my students are here: Nick,Samantha, David, Ken, Carol and Pam. …[facing those six] Please wave.Now, I want you to express your grat‐itude to those who have shaped you. I amgoing to give you instructions on what todo. And to make sure you follow them, Iam going to ask for the assistance ofMadam President, Erika Pribanic‐Smith.

Erika, please come up here.Now, it’s not polite to point. So, I wantyou to hold up your hands like this [armsextended, palms up and facing out, thumbtips touching]: )))~ ~((((, like a directorframing a shot for a movie. Move yourhands so that you are framing the face ofsomeone who has influenced you – some‐one for whom you are a child of his or hermind. They can be in this room, or some‐where far away, or no longer with us, likePeggy Blanchard. You can do this formore than one person.Now, frame someone whom you haveinfluenced, or hope you have influenced.Your students, your co‐authors, etc.Appreciate your moment in time. Youare awesome. Be glad, and be strong. Andbe proud to be telling stories that matter,for they will shape the world to come. 
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History teachers ‘will shape the world to come’ (continued from page 8)

The online journal Historiography inMass Communication History publishedits first issue in October. The journal fo‐cuses on essays about the study of his‐tory. Access to the journal does not requirea subscription. Its website address iswww.history‐jmc.com.Essays in the first issue included JimStartt’s “The Study of History: Truthful orFlawed?”; Mike Sweeney’s “Historiogra‐phy for Dummies: Or, a Rationale forWhat We Do in Journalism History”; andJean Palmegiano’s “AJHA — A ModestAgenda for the Millennium.” The issue also had Q&A interviewswith Maurine Beasley, the recipient of theAJHA’s 1996 Kobre Award, and with CarolSue Humphrey, whose book “The Ameri‐can Revolution and the Press” won theAJHA’s award for outstanding book of theyear in 2014.The journal will continue to publishQ&A’s with Kobre and book‐award win‐ners in each issue. Mike Murray will bethe Kobre interviewee in the Decemberissue, and Meg Lamme will be the book‐award interviewee.

The December is ‐sue also will include anessay about solvinghistorical mysteries byMike Sweeney and PatWashburn and an es ‐say on historical writ‐ing by Julie Williams.The journal invitesAJHA members to sub‐mit essays. They maybe original ones writ‐ten specifically for thisjournal, or they may befrom material that theauthors already have(such as classroom lec‐tures, literature reviews AJHA presiden‐tial addresses, etc.).Essay length may vary from 500 to5,000 words.As for authors’ credentials, the journalespecially favors essays from historianswith a track record of accomplishments.For example, it looks favorably upon au‐thor résumés that include publication of
at least one history book.The  journal  plans  to  publish  a new 

issue about every sixweeks,  and essays usu‐ally will be publishedin the journal issue im‐mediately following ac‐ceptance of an essay.To submit an essayfor consideration, au‐thors should email aWord file to DavidSloan, the journal’s ed‐itor, at wmdsloan@bellsouth.net.The journal’s creatorsand Editorial Boardmembers are all AJHAmembers, even thoughthe journal is not an AJHA publication.The board members are Joe Campbell ofAmerican University, Mike Conway of In‐diana University, Dave Davies of the Uni‐versity of Southern Mississippi, MikeMurray of the University of Missouri‐St.Louis, Erika Pribanic‐Smith of the Univer‐sity of Texas at Arlington, Mike Sweeneyof Ohio University, Bernell Tripp of theUniversity of Florida, and Debbie vanTuyll of Georgia Regents University.

AJHA members launch Historiography online journal

www.history-jmc.com


Academic confer‐ences are typicallystrange affairs for me.In lots of ways, theyare spaces that makepossible my equiva‐lent of celebrity sight‐ings — mysticalplaces where cher‐ished characters frommy reference listscongregate to divulgebrilliant, professorialthings to each other. Ioften find myself inthe back of panel sessions, silently con‐templating how I could ever break intothe circle of people whose names andpublications I know by heart in Chicagoand APA style. Thankfully, however, AJHA confer‐ences are not conducive to this kind of sit‐uation or level of awkwardness. First,attendees are really humble and easy totalk to. This past year, for example, Ifound myself having a pleasant conversa‐tion with a gentleman in an elevator.When he introduced himself as DavidSloan, my eyes widened as I recalled thelocation of his historical methods book onmy shelf. Thankfully, he changed topicsbefore I had a chance to finish the excla‐mation, “You’re Sloan from Startt andSloan (1989)!”Second, the annual conferences are in‐credibly welcoming to graduate students.Experienced scholars greet us withsmiles and introduce themselves. Theyask us questions about our research in‐terests. They provide helpful suggestionsfor our projects. And they offer us gen‐uine opportunities to participate in andcontribute to the production of knowl‐edge about journalism history. In fact, theorganization cares so much about gradu‐ate student input that it invites us to puttogether a panel on a topic of our choos‐ing. In preparation for the graduate stu‐dent panel that I co‐hosted with KenWard this year in Oklahoma City, I re‐

viewed research on graduate student ex‐periences. What I learned confirmedsomething I have personally always felt:Being a graduate student is inherentlyweird. We essentially live between well‐defined social roles. As doctoral students,we are tasked with the job of being suc‐cessful pupils while also laying thegroundwork for our future careers as in‐dependent researchers and educators.Scholars who study higher educationhave found that doctoral students ratethis transitional process as being espe‐cially chaotic and exhausting. Juggling im‐mediate, class‐related deadlines andprogram‐related requirements, manygraduate students find themselves withlittle room for thinking beyond their dis‐sertations, much less developing strategicnetworks of peers and mentors to pre‐pare for their roles as scholars. AJHA conferences have been wonder‐ful, in part, because they acknowledge theweirdness of graduate students. Organiz‐ers really do their best to cultivate a safeenvironment for us to begin transitioningfrom students to scholars. Group eventslike the historical tours allow for minglingin a neutral space where star‐struck his‐torians‐in‐training (like me!) get to seepublished authors and tenured faculty

doing remarkably human things — likewalking and taking pictures. And Re‐search‐in‐progress sessions let us peekbehind the curtains of the researchprocess to see that that our academic rolemodels start their projects much like wedo, with little more than curiosity and aquirky love of the past. These features of annual AJHA confer‐ences may not seem on the surface likebig deals, but they truly have been for me.Each conference I’ve attended has hu‐manized and demystified aspects of aca‐demia for me. And this, in turn, hasboosted my confidence as a researcherand my love of history and storytelling.There is something truly special aboutwalking away from a presentation moreexcited about unraveling the mysteries ofyour data than you were when youstarted.
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AJHA helps students transition to career scholars
Student Testimonial

Katie 
Beardsley
Temple 
University

Katie Beardsley (left) presents her paper co-authored with Carrie Teresa at the 2014 AJHA con-
vention in St. Paul. (Photo by Don Bishop)

The Long-Range Planning Committee of AJHA
is conducting a survey to help plan conven-
tions in a way that is economical while provid-
ing an experience that satisfies attendees. The
survey invites feedback regarding food and
beverages, convention venues, registration
materials, and registration fees. If you haven't
taken the survey, please do so by Jan. 15 at
https://ajha.wildapricot.org/ConventionSurvey

https://ajha.wildapricot.org/ConventionSurvey


I’m a fairly new mem‐ber of journalism his‐tory organizations,but I picked up on oneconcern pretty quick ‐ly: How do we get ad‐m i n i s t r a t o r s ,students and evenother faculty to havemore respect for whatwe do and recognizethe importance of his‐tory?To help address thisissue, a subcommitteeof members from the AEJMC History Di‐vision and AJHA brainstormed ideas thisfall for a media history engagement weekin early April in an effort to bring morenational publicity to our work. National News Engagement Day, anAEJMC initiative each October to spurmore interest and national conversationabout the news, has proven successful thepast two years. So why not use the sameformula for journalism history?This column is to provide you withsome basics about this initiative and withsome ideas you can potentially incorpo‐rate into your spring syllabus.The overall goal is for our members todo something a little extra to promotejournalism history during the week ofApril 4‐8. The name of the weeklong ini‐tiative will be For the Record, and theTwitter hashtag is #headlinesinhistory. Throughout that week in April, wehope campuses across the country will betweeting #headlinesinhistory to sharewhy journalism history matters and/orshare special class projects about journal‐ism history.If we can get our members participat‐ing in For the Record Week with their stu‐dents somehow, we can truly make#headlinesinhistory a national conversa‐tion. Below are some ideas from the sub‐committee that you could do (and haveyour students tweet about) that week, oryou can come up with your own ideas!• Collaborate with other campusesacross the country on a specific project.

• Have your students research thearchives of their campus newspapers.Post/share images of front pages orsomething visual.• Have students search for family his‐tory in newspaper archives.• Organize a movie night on campus ofjournalism history‐related movies. Youcould show one movie and then have anopen forum discussion after. You couldopen this up to the general public, too.• Have students read the First Amend‐ment on campus or other collections ofclassic journalism calls to action (Mur‐row, etc.).• Have students research a profile of asignificant journalist/photojournalist ora publication (instructor’s discretion). Atime frame could be specified (e.g., any‐one between 1900 and 1980). The out‐come could be a paper presentation or aposter presentation (which I would favorpersonally). If poster presentations arethe desired medium, the instructor couldarrange to have the posters displayed asan exhibit for the public and campus toenjoy. This would be similar to what wesee done at academic conferences, butthe instructor and class could get morecreative with it.• In addition, this above activity doesn’thave to be an assignment. This could be acontest sponsored by the journalism de‐partment/school/college, with awards ofsome kind given for the best projects.• Digital curated project that focuses ona person or an era, with Storify or someother digital/online platform used. A 10‐minute presentation could accompany it.• Plan for a local archive trip and haveour students share via Instagram or Twit‐ter (or both) some of the things they’vefound in the archive. For those of us with‐out the means or institutional support toput together an archive field trip, the as‐signment could be configured for digitalarchives. • Scavenger hunt with media historyclues.• Organize a class field trip to your localmedia outlet and have students digthrough archives there.

• Turn class into a game of Jeopardy orjournalism history trivia with prizes.• Create a museum space within the de‐partment for students to showcase jour‐nalism history whether that be printingout news articles covering major historicevents and posting them along the hall‐way or creating a “living history” wherestudents can “tap” a student who thenshares facts about a major moment orperson in journalism history.• Create a vintage photo Instagrampage. Partner with a local newspaper andpull tons of their old photos and create afun Instagram page to share with thecommunity.• Assign students to find out how areamedia are preserving journalism historyat their outlet.• Create an activity with local elemen‐tary, junior high or high school students.• Partner with a local media outlet anddo oral histories with their staff.• Lyndon Johnson signed the Freedomof Information Act in 1966. Classes coulddo something related to the 50th anniver‐sary.• Plan an evening talk about your re‐search that is open to the general publicin your community.• Get prominent historians on board todo a live Periscope or a live Twitter Q&Awith students.If any of you are interested in beingthe prominent historians featured duringlive Twitter Q&A’s or video chats withstudents during For the Record Week,please let me know at finnemte@gmail.com. Similarly, if you plan to participate inFor the Record Week and/or you havesome more ideas to add to this list, eitheremail me or post in the AEJMC History Di‐vision Facebook page or the AJHA Face‐book page. We want to include in thespring newsletter which campuses planto participate so we can watch for eachother and engage together in early April. We hope you will help make this proj‐ect successful and raise broader aware‐ness about the importance of journalismhistory.
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Media History Engagement Week slated for April
For the Record

Teri
Finneman
South Dakota
State University



With the support ofAJHA and other aca‐demic and profes‐sional organizations,Mike Murray is advo‐cating for the late CBSnews anchor andman aging editor Wal‐ter Cronkite to appearon a U.S. postagestamp.The former AJHApresident has writtena letter to the Citi‐zens’ Stamp AdvisoryCommittee on behalfof the National Academy of Tele visionArts and Sciences–Mid‐America, in whichhe is a “governor emeritus.”Murray has had a number of personalinteractions with Cronkite. In the 1970s,Cronkite toured the country recording aprogram called “Inside CBS News” fromvarious locales. Murray interviewedCronkite during a stop in Louisville, Ken‐tucky.Murray also interviewed Cronkite forhis 1994 book “The Political Performers:CBS Broadcasts in the Public Interest”and for an entry in his 1999 “Encyclope‐dia of Television News.”Through these interactions, Murraydiscovered that Cronkite was a “first‐classhuman being.” However, he is endorsinga stamp in Cronkite’s honor due to his sig‐nificance as a journalist and chronicler ofimportant events.Murray’s letter calls Cronkite “an en‐during model for performance in broad‐cast news and documentary television,”noting his involvement in covering WorldWar II and Vietnam, the space race, theCivil Rights movement, and several assas‐sinations.Murray said that a stamp is a way toformalize the role that Cronkite played inAmerican history.“From an historical point of view, itusually takes 20 years to figure out some‐one’s significance, but the televisionmedium was prominent,” Murray said.“[Cronkite] was a popular figure; he wasthe most trusted man in America.”In a letter of support for the stamp on

behalf of AJHA, President Pete Smith citeda recent American Journalism article byMike Conway emphasizing Cronkite’scredibility and professionalism.“In a world dominated by the 24/7news cycle — and its P.T. Barnum circus‐like atmosphere — it is important, evennecessary, to celebrate those people andinstitutions that stand for journalistic in‐tegrity and value,” Smith wrote. “WalterCronkite is one such journalist.”Murray pointed out that Cronkite wasconsidered politically objective.“He was never tainted by being overlyon the left or the right,” he said. “He wasa national figure for objectivity and bal‐ance, which makes it all the more impor‐tant to be recognized through a gov ern‐ ment‐issued stamp.”If the Cronkite stamp is issued, hewould be the fourth CBS broadcaster tobe recognized by the Postal Service. In2008, Eric Sevareid and George Polkjoined print reporters Martha Gellhorn,John Hersey, and Ruben Salazar in theAmerican Journalists stamp series. A

1994 postage stamp featured Edward R.Murrow. Murray supported the Murrow stampas historian of AJHA. His campus — theUniversity of Missouri‐St. Louis — hosteda first‐day‐of‐issue ceremony at whichAJHA member Betty Winfield spokeabout Murrow’s writing.Murray said the process for proposinga stamp was much less formal in the ’90s.Now, ideas must be submitted in writingto the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Commit‐tee, typically three years in advance of theproposed issuance. Murray hopes,though, that the Cronkite stamp will beissued in 2016.Criteria listed on the Advisory Com‐mittee website indicate that the PostalService will honor men and women whohave made extraordinary contributionsto American society and culture, oftencelebrating individuals’ births or anniver‐saries. Because Cronkite’s 100th birthdaywould have been Nov. 4, 2016, Murraybelieves the bid for a stamp in his honorhas a good chance of success.
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Murray,  AJHA support issuance of Walter Cronkite postage stamp

Erika J. 
Pribanic-
Smith
University of
Texas-Arlington

Mike Murray (right in photo above) worked with Walter
Cronkite on a taping of "Inside CBS News" that aired in 1978.
(Photo courtesy of Mike Murray)

Murray previously advocated for the Edward R. Murrow
stamp, which the Postal Service issued in 1994.



Four research grantswere announced atthe AJHA’s 2015 con‐vention in OklahomaCity, Oct. 8‐10.Linda Lumsden, as‐sociate professor atthe University of Ari‐zona, won for herwork, “Journalism forSocial Justice: A Cul‐tural History of SocialMovement Mediafrom ‘Common Sense’to #occupy.”“It’s an honor to receive this researchaward from AJHA for a second time,”Lumsden said. “This grant will allow meto visit the Huntington Library in Pasa ‐dena and the Bancroft Library at UC‐

Berkeley to explore their John Muir arc ‐hives related to the Sierra Club Newslet‐ter. He helped launch it in 1893, which Ibelieve makes it the nation’s oldest envi‐ronmental journal. It will form the basisof a chapter on early environmentalism’ssocial movement media in my new bookproject. I’m also planning on presenting apaper at AJHA next year on Muir as jour‐nalist.”The second grant went to GwynethMellinger, associate professor at XavierUniversity, for her paper, “Birth of a No‐tion: Journalistic Objectivity and RacialPolitics.”“I am deeply grateful to AJHA for itssupport of my project and the scholarshipof my media history colleagues,” Mel ‐linger said. “Those of us who do ar c hivalresearch often struggle to find financial

support for travel and other expenses.The cost can be daunting and universityresources often are inadequate. The AJHAresearch grant offers support that manyof us would not find elsewhere. As an in‐vestment in on‐going research, the awardalso makes a statement about the impor‐tance of archival work to our discipline.”The third research grant went to ErinK. Coyle, assistant professor at LouisianaState University, whose research was ti‐tled “Curbs on Crime Reporting afterSheppard v. Maxwell: The Free Press‐FairTrial Controversy in 1966 and 1967.”The fourth research grant went toAimee Edmondson, associate professor atOhio University, for her research titled“The Espionage Conviction of Kansas CityEditor Jacob Frohwerk: ‘A Clear and Pres‐ent Danger’ to the United States.”
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AJHA awards four McKerns research grants for 2015-2016

by Scott A.
Morton
University of 
Alabama

The AJHA handed outawards to 12 histori‐ans for top researchpapers at the AJHA’s2015 annual conven‐tion. Awards went towinners and runners‐up in five categories,each bearing thename of an accom‐plished historian.Iowa State Univer‐sity assistant profes‐sor Tracy Lucht won two of the first‐placeawards, the Wm. David Sloan Award forTop Faculty Paper and the Maurine Beas ‐ley Award for the Outstanding Paper onWomen’s History, for her paper “FromSob Sister to Society Editor: Dorothy Ash ‐by Pownall’s ‘Feel for the Game’ of Jour‐nalism.” Lucht feels honored to receive suchesteemed recognition for her work. “Ihave told Dr. Beasley and Dr. Sloan sepa‐rately how much it means to me to havetheir names on my office wall, where theyserve as a source of inspiration,” Luchtsaid. “To be honest, AJHA is where I sub‐mit work that I really want to test be‐cause I know it  will  receive  thoughtful, 

College Discussed Race, Politics andCommunity Building in their StudentRun Campus Newspaper from 1931‐1939.”The Wallace Eberhard Award for theOutstanding Paper on Media and Warwent to W. Joseph Campbell (AmericanUniversity) for “Picture Power? Con‐fronting the Myths of ‘Napalm Girl,’”while runner‐up recognition went toSteve Holiday (Texas Tech University)and Dale Cressman (Brigham Young Uni‐versity) for “The Sacred Circle: Mutual‐ism Between World War II Photo ‐journalists and Photo Editors.”The Robert Lance Memorial Awardfor Top Student Paper went to NicholasHirshon (Ohio University) for “One MoreMiracle: The Groundbreaking MediaCam paign of John ‘Mets’ Lindsay.”Three papers tied for the runner‐up:Kennedy, David Forster (Ohio University)for “Horace Greeley and the Bailing of Jef‐ferson Davis” and Tae Ho Lee (Universityof North Carolina at Chapel Hill) for “Rad‐ical Reconstructionism in North Carolina,1869‐1871: A Case in the Public Rela‐tions History of the University of NorthCarolina, the Forgotten Ideal of the ‘Peo‐ple’s University.’”

rigorous — and honest — feedback. Tohave that work validated is a great feel‐ing, and it has shaped my researchagenda in productive ways.”Three scholars earned runner‐uprecognition for the Sloan Award: KimMangun (University of Utah) for “The Na‐tional Newspaper Publishers Association:Seventy‐five Years of Advocacy,” ErikaPribanic‐Smith (University of Texas at Ar‐lington) for “Political Papers and Presi‐dential Campaigns in the Republic ofTexas, 1836‐1844,” and Cayce Myers (Vir‐ginia Polytechnic Institute and State Uni‐versity) for “Publicists in U.S. PublicRelations History: An Analysis of the Rep‐resentations of Publicists in the AmericanPress, 1815‐1918.”Ellen Gerl, of Ohio University, wasnamed the runner‐up for the Beasleyaward for “Out of the Back Rooms: Physi‐cian‐Publicist Virginia Apgar Makes BirthDefects a Popular Cause.”Mangun’s paper also received the J.William Snorgrass Memorial Award forthe Outstanding Paper on a MinoritiesTopic. Sheryl Kennedy (University ofSouthern Mississippi) was named therunner‐up for her paper, “From the Fieldsinto the World:  How Women at Bennett 

Lucht, Mangun, Campbell, Hirshon win top research paper awards

by Willie R. 
Tubbs



One of my cherishedpossessions is a Gib‐son Hummingbirdguitar I bought (pre‐kids) more than 30years ago. I say pos‐session — it actuallyowns me. Although Idon’t play anymore,I’m still in awe of theinstrument’s beauti‐ful craftsmanship, tra‐ditional Hum ming‐bird pick guard, andmother‐of‐pearl in‐lays on the finger‐board. The Hummingbird evolved froman earlier musical heritage that bridgestime and cultures. It sounds differentlydepending on the operator. More thananything else, it represents somethingbigger than me. When I let light into itscase, I feel a bit like an intruder or, atmost, a guest.I experience the same feeling inarchives, where we have to request per‐mission to access files, venture into thedarkness of each carton, page throughfiles, knowing history sounds differentlydepending on the operator. It possessesus. We borrow it for a time, learn some ofits nuances from others, infuse it with ourown involvements, and bequeath it to fu‐ture curators. What I most appreciate about AJHA ishaving met so many generous “histor‐icians” willing to share their passion andsecrets with me and anyone else investedin media history.I’ve been a member for more than tenyears, but I’m a recent participant in theannual conference. The fine AmericanJournalism first attracted me. My col‐league Dr. Katherine Bradshaw encour‐aged me to attend the conference. That’swhere I found myself among others whohave the same reverence for historicalcraftsmanship, detail, and heritage thattranscends cultures. Unlike other aca‐demic associations to which I am also de‐voted, AJHA has a personal vibe I find

unique in the profession.I’ve always felt being arespectable academic re‐quires healthy portions ofcourage and humility. Wehave to be unafraid to askquestions that can pro‐duce answers we don’twant to hear, about soci‐ety and ourselves, or thatchallenge conventionalwisdom. And the realityof our profession, espe‐cially uncovering anddocumenting media his‐tory and its intimate rela‐tionship to humanhistory, is so much largerthan can be imagined andcomprehended by onescholar. AJHA has shownme vivid examples ofthese essentials.Among the reasons Iwould recommend AJHAto media studies scholarsare these: I’ve found sup‐port and recognition formy own scholarship, in‐cluding my book on NBCdocumentaries, and goodadvice on how to ap‐proach the sequel. Thedissertation award pre‐sentations inspire me, notonly for the quality of thework, but also in seeinghow faculty mentors haveguided future scholars. The conferencespeakers are always interesting. The siteteams for conference locales give us ahomey introduction to fascinating localhistory. The history tour embeddedwithin the conference is one of the high‐lights. I’ve been inspired by many histo‐rians giving papers and panels on methodand content for national and interna‐tional media history. And I’ve appreciatedhow the organization’s membership isrepresentative of the nation’s population.Several graduate students and assistant

professors have utterly seized my atten‐tion with their presentations and re‐search commitments. I don’t care much for the term “nur‐turing” when referring to graduate stu‐dents, because of its “class” baggage.Instead I prefer “facilitate.” AJHA’s mem‐bers facilitate progress and excellence —for all members. I have found it to be awonderful organization, with excellentscholars and scholarship, issuing a ter‐rific journal, and populated by a verypleasant, uplifting, inspiring collection ofadmirable colleagues.
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From one ‘histor-ician’ to another:  AJHA facilitates excellence

Thomas A.
Mascaro
Bowling Green
State University

Faculty Testimonial

Top: Tom Mascaro (center) observes the 2014 Blanchard Prize pre-
sentations with Mike Conway and Kathy Bradshaw. Bottom: Tom
Mascaro (right) discusses the 2014 Blanchard Prize presenters
with David Abrahamson. (Photos by Don Bishop)



Editor’s Note: Tracy Lucht
won this year’s AJHA
award as the nation’s
outstanding media his-
tory teacher. Amid rising enroll‐ment and an empha‐sis on active learning,my university is en‐couraging faculty todevelop onlinecourses. I suspectmany of your institu‐tions are doing thesame. For the most part, I have been a disin‐terested observer of this technologicaltrend. I have listened to — and beenswayed by — arguments about the valueof traditional, discussion‐based seminars,especially in the humanities. I have also admired the creativity ofinnovators who have embraced the inter‐activity of online learning in order to en‐gage students and build their CVs in acompetitive hiring environment. While Iam not an early adopter, I am perhaps be‐coming part of what the late EverettRogers, an Iowa State alumnus, wouldhave called the early majority. As I have observed the developmentof online education, I have come to be‐lieve that media historians are uniquelypositioned in this environment. Considerhow many primary sources are availablethrough digital repositories such as theInternet Archive, the Library of Congress,Newspapers.com, and many others. Consider, too, the value of assigningstudents to watch a documentary withouttaking a whole class period to do it. Com‐pare the longer shelf life of history withskills‐based journalism classes that rushto cover the latest technologies, requiringmore frequent updates to recorded lec‐tures and other materials. Finally, think about how much writingwe already assign to students so they willlearn to build and support a historical ar‐gument. When we consider these factors,perhaps we arrive at a sort of paradox:Could it be that courses about the pastare especially well suited to learningtechnologies of the future?

Given the structural changes in highereducation and the curricular trends injournalism and communication, it is vitalthat historians demonstrate the value ofour courses in ways that resonate withboth students and administrators. Oneway to approach this is through blended,or hybrid, courses, which combine classtime with online learning. Similar to a “flipped” classroom,blended courses typically put lecturesand hands‐on assignments on a web‐based platform and reserve class time fordiscussion. According to the LearningTechnology Center at the University ofWisconsin‐Milwaukee, hybrid coursesuse web‐based activities as a comple‐ment, rather than a supplement, to face‐to‐face work; they reduce but do noteliminate traditional seat time. The ratio of online‐to‐class time de‐pends on the objectives of each course,and the two pedagogical components aredesigned to work together. Thus, blendedcourses have the potential to combine thestrengths of a seminar with the individu‐alized engagement of an online course. Encouraged by my colleagues in theGreenlee School, several of whom havedeveloped online courses, I received aninstitutional grant to develop a hybridmedia history course to offer in fall 2016.I have only begun the process of develop‐ing my syllabus and materials, but as I en‐vision it, the course will be organized bytopic and roughly chronological. I hope to engage students in the fol‐lowing activities: direct contact with pri‐mary sources, such as historical newscoverage of important events and keytexts in the development of journalism,

public relations, and advertising; writtenanalysis of primary sources; short,recorded lectures and, perhaps, inter‐views with scholars who have differentareas of expertise; secondary sources, in‐cluding readings and documentaries; on‐line exams to assess comprehension; andoriginal student research. Our in‐class time will likely consist ofsmall‐ and large‐group discussions; pres‐entation of student work; short lecturesto fill any gaps in student knowledge; andcollaborative activities.I will, of course, consult the AJHATeacher’s Toolbox for ideas. I also wouldlove to connect with others who areteaching this way or who are interestedin doing so. If anyone is interested insharing online assignments or syllabi,please email me at tlucht@iastate.edu. As more of us gain experience in thisarea, perhaps it would be useful to poolour resources on AJHA’s website or de‐velop best practices. More broadly, I offermy ideas here as food for thought. Since one of AJHA’s objectives is tohelp secure a place for history in the cur‐riculum, I think we should encourage oneanother to experiment with differenttypes of course delivery that align withthe strategies and realities of our institu‐tions. It might be fitting. As scholars ofchange, media historians could well beagents of it.
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Are Hybrid Courses a Way to Promote Media History?

Tracy 
Lucht
Iowa State 
University

Left: The AJHA’s Teacher’s Toolbox. Right:
Tracy Lucht accepts the AJHA’s teaching award
at the 2015 national convention. (Photo by
Don Bishop)



“Public Relations andReligion in AmericanHistory” traces the in‐fluence of religion onthe development ofU.S. public relationsthrough early Ameri‐can evangelicalism,faith‐based reform,and business. Theem phasis is on strat‐egy as laid out by thehistorical figures inthe book: intentionalapproaches to com‐munication designed to achieve a desiredoutcome. I began by delving into the market‐driven evangelicalism that arose in Colo‐nial America, including revivaliststrat egies for building a transatlanticcommunication network. I then movedinto Charles Finney’s 1835 “Lectures onRevivals of Religion,” in which he pre‐sented his “new measures,” strategies forconversion that required a mastery ofpsychology (Finney’s “laws of the mind”)and of the Gospels. I followed Finney to Oberlin CollegiateInstitute, where Oberlin President AsaMahan’s prescription for reform, his“three points of light,” addressed the needto understand the objective (the intentionof the act); the history that led to the needfor reform; and the effect of the reform. From Oberlin, where women werepressured to limit their reform work totemperance, I shifted to the Woman’sChristian Temperance Union, which dom‐inated the last quarter of the nineteenthcentury under presidents Annie Witten‐myer and Frances Willard amid industri‐alization, urbanization, and immigration,and the rise of Social Christianity. Bothwere Christian women of evangelicalroots who demonstrated a mastery ofmass communication and interpersonalengagement that at once harkened backto Finney’s new measures and Mahan’sspirit of reform while embracing state‐of‐the‐art technology. Their deaths at the end of the centuryleft a leadership gap in the drive for na‐tional prohibition that the Anti‐Saloon

League of America filled. Like the WCTU,the League was founded in the traditionof gospel temperance, but as ideas aboutmodern management took hold, theLeague also started to evolve, retooling itsgrassroots strategies to influence Con‐gress and American big business. In the meantime, Ivy Ledbetter Lee —whose influence, for better or worse, af‐fected the relationships between andamong American business, the public,and the press during the first decades ofthe 20th century — was developing hisown doctrine, his gospel, of publicity. Finally, I tapped P.T. Barnum as book‐ends to this study because his life (1810‐1891) spanned a good portion of the timeunder examination and because there isso little about him in the public relationshistory literature. Throughout the book, a set of com‐mon principles emerged across people,institutions, and time. Key among themwere faith in authenticity, public opinion,technology of the time, entrepreneurial‐ism, professionalization, truth, and trans‐parency; an emphasis on outcome overoutput; an embrace of the vernacular, ofthe grassroots; and threads of social re‐sponsibility and law. What I offer in this book, then, is anew explanation of how public relationsdeveloped in the United States. The play‐ers and institutions might be familiar, butthe frame is new — built according totheir own declared and intentional strate‐gies to effect change among individualsand groups. 
The body of knowledgeThis book is a contribution to the publicrelations history body of knowledge. Iwrote it for the Routledge “Research inPublic Relations Series,” which targets anacademic readership. Coming in at over93,000 words, the book is laden with con‐textual notes and citations to enrich themany threads that comprised this study. My goal in writing it was to start aconversation and help pave a new direc‐tion in public relations history scholar‐ship. So, in addition to documenting mywork, these notes might serve to intro‐duce others to many of the ways in which

historians are examining public relations,including the role of religion in its devel‐opment. (See, too, the International History ofPublic Relations Conference. Founded byProf. Tom Watson and his colleagues atthe U.K.’s Bournemouth University, IHPRCis heading into its seventh year, havingprovided the basis for five special issueson public relations history in Journal ofCommunication Management, Public Re‐lations Review, and Journal of Public Re‐lations Research, all of which werepreceded by a 2004 special issue ofAmerican Journalism, guest edited byKaren Miller Russell.)
EpilogueIn 2012, I received an AJHA Joseph Mc ‐Kerns Research Grant Award, whichfunded my visit to the Seeley G. MuddManuscript Library, Princeton University,to study Lee’s papers. Three years later,the completed work, which included achapter on Lee, was recognized with the2015 AJHA Book of the Year Award. Many, many thanks to the awardscommittee, the reviewers, and to BookAward Chair Aimee Edmondson, who —
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AJHA book award winner traces role of religion in public relations
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Book Award Chair Aimee Edmondson (left) pre-
sented the AJHA’s “Book of the Year” award to
Meg Lamme at the Oklahoma City convention.
(Photo by Erika Pribanic-Smith)

See AJHA book award on next page



along with Erika Pribanic‐Smith and LisaParcell — worked to revamp the bookawards session format at the OklahomaCity conference this year. Together withPete Smith’s enthusiastic support, wewere able to expand the award sessionfrom one voice to many, to cultivate inthat room, as Lisa said, the kind of casualbut influential conversation that we sooften strike up at AJHA in lobbies, onbuses, and in lounges. Lisa launched the session with ques‐tions to me about the book and my writ‐ing process. She then shifted the focus toa group conversation about writing book‐length manuscripts, from note‐taking tocopyright law. The session closed onechapter for me but we hope it opened anew chapter for AJHA.

The History Divisionof the Association forEducation in Journal‐ism and Mass Com‐munication is so licit‐ ing entries for its an‐nual award for thebest journalism andmass communicationhistory book of 2015. The winning authorwill receive a plaqueand a cash prize at theAugust 2016 AEJMCconference in Min‐neapolis, where theauthor will give a short talk about the ex‐perience of research and discovery dur‐ing the book’s composition.The competition is open to any authorof a media history book regardless ofwhether he or she belongs to AEJMC orthe History Division. Only first editionswith a 2015 copyright date will be ac‐cepted. Edited volumes, articles, andmonographs will be excluded becausethey qualify for the Covert Award, an‐other AEJMC History Division competi‐

tion.Entries must be received by February5, 2016. Submit four copies of each book— along with the author’s mailing ad‐dress, telephone number, and email ad‐dress — to:John P. FerréAEJMC History Book Award ChairDepartment of Communication310 Strickler HallUniversity of LouisvilleLouisville, KY 40292Please contact John Ferré at 502.852.8167 or ferre@louisville.edu with anyquestions.
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Lisa Parcell (left)  moderated a book Q&A session with award-winner Meg Lamme at the Okla-
homa City convention. (Photo by Erika Pribanic-Smith)

AJHA book award
(continued from page 16)

Paper Call: 2016 Joint
JMC History ConferenceThe Joint Journalism and CommunicationHistory Conference (JJCHC), co‐spon‐sored by the American Journalism Histo‐rians Association and the HistoryDivision of the Association for Educationin Journalism and Mass Communication,is now accepting submissions for the2016 conference.This one‐day interdisciplinary confer‐ence welcomes all scholars and graduatestudents with an interest in journalism orcommunication history. Acceptance isbased on blind peer review of 500‐wordabstracts. Research, research‐in‐progressand panel proposals are all welcome.Submissions are due Jan. 8, 2016 viahttp://mediahistoryexchange.org.This year’s conference is 8:30 a.m. to5 p.m. on March 12, 2016 at the Arthur L.Carter Journalism Institute, New YorkUniversity.For more information, contact confer‐ence co‐coordinators Carolyn Edy(edycm@appstate.edu) or Jennifer Moore(mooreje@d.umn.edu), or visit the con‐ference website at http://journalismhistorians.org/.You also can find the conference onTwitter (@JJCHCNYC).

Call for Entries: AEJMC History Division’s Best 
Journalism and Mass Communication History Book

John P. 
Ferré
AEJMC History
Book Award
Chair

From the AJHA vault Did you know? The original name ofthe Intelligencer was “Something OldSomething New,” with the acronymS.O.N. Alf Pratte of ShippensburgState was the founding editor. He saidhe “felt the name was creative andperhaps a pun on the New York Sun,which I used to laud in my historyclass.”

http://journalismhistorians.org/
http://journalismhistorians.org/
http://mediahistoryexchange.org
ferre@louisville.edu


Media historians arenot known as earlyadopters of new tech‐nology, but we seemto be coming around.At our recent con‐ference in OklahomaCity, I helped run theAJHA Twitter accountand saw many mem‐bers posting abouttheir research.Tweets can get ourwork on the radars ofpotential readers whodon’t go to conferences or subscribe tojournals. They also help us connect withour peers. My friend Will Mari, a Ph.D.candidate and prolific tweeter (@willthe‐wordguy) who wrote about his socialmedia strategy in the Intelligencer lastyear, posts tidbits from his dissertationresearch. Another must‐follow is Ameri‐can University’s W. Joseph Campbell(@wjosephcampbell), who links to hismedia‐myth‐busting blog.While we embrace the marketing andnetworking potential of social media, weshould also recognize its use as a re‐search tool.Take my dissertation. I am writing ahistorical study on the infamous rebrand‐ing of a professional hockey team, theNHL’s New York Islanders, in 1995. In anattempt to sell more jerseys, the Islandersreplaced their original logo with a car‐toon fisherman meant to symbolize LongIsland’s maritime culture. Instead, thelogo was mocked as a rip‐off of the Gor‐ton’s frozen seafood mascot. The fisher‐man jerseys went down as one of theworst sports branding failures of all time.I was excited to research the fisher‐man logo controversy this semester, but Ifaced a problem that scholars of recenthistory will understand. My subject is sorecent that very few primary sourceshave filtered to archives. Oral historiesappeared to be my best option to recon‐struct what happened. I got in touch withsome former hockey players through theteams that now employ them as coaches.But how would I track down the guys

who retired years ago, many of them totheir native countries in Europe? Howabout reaching ancillary sources longgone from the public eye?Social media to the rescue.In one case, my online searches for aformer Islanders player turned up verylittle — except his profile on LinkedIn. Bysigning up for a free trial of a LinkedIn Re‐cruiter account, I was able to messagehim. He replied, and we arranged an in‐terview a few days later.I also wanted to track down a womanwho won a contest to name the Islanders’fisherman mascot. A few minutes ofGoogling turned up her Facebook profile.Since we were not Facebook friends, Iknew the message that I sent would go toher easily overlooked “other” folder. Shemight never see my interview request.But her profile listed her job at a smallbusiness. I found an email address for thecompany and sent a note. The womanreplied that she’d be happy to help.Mascot‐namer, check. On to the manwho played the mascot. I was sure he’dhave interesting stories, but he had acommon name, and a search for newsstories didn’t turn up anything recent.This time, I took to Twitter and found hisfeed. I posted a tweet requesting an inter‐view. We exchanged emails and sched‐uled a time to talk. Turns out he has ascrapbook chronicling his time as the Is‐

landers mascot with articles from ob‐scure newspapers and unpublished pho‐tos. A historian’s dream.I began seeking more primary docu‐ments. I found portions of Islanders tele‐vision broadcasts posted by fans onYouTube, and I wondered about Islandersprograms from the era. The supportive li‐brarians at my university tried to help mefind the programs in a database or in thecollection of an archive. No luck. So Iturned to Twitter again. I tweeted aboutmy interest in Islanders programs withthe team hashtag #isles and mentionedthe handle of a friend who wrote for anIslanders blog. My friend kindly re ‐tweeted the post. Over the next hour, sev‐eral fans replied that they had programsfrom the fisherman logo era. One gener‐ous fan mailed me dozens of programsthat may exist only in attics and base‐ments on Long Island. I scanned and re‐turned them. I was thrilled.I intend to cite many traditionalsources in my dissertation, includingnews paper articles that I found throughonline databases and university micro‐film collections. But I hate to think thatany researcher would be discouraged toresearch a worthy subject solely becauseof a lack of archival sources. While jour‐nalists turn to Twitter to find the sourcesof today, social media can help us piecetogether the puzzles of the past.
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Social media offer research help for recent history
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Nicholas Hirshon presented a paper based on his Islanders logo research at the AEJMC conven-
tion in August. (Photo courtesy of Nicholas Hirshon)



The recent contro‐versy over Missouriprotesters physicallypreventing news me ‐dia from enteringtheir self‐designated“safe space” showshow just much thenarrative on the roleof the First Amend‐ment and minoritypro test groups hasshifted since the1960s.In the first quarterof the 20th century,U.S. Supreme Court Justices Oliver Wen‐dell Holmes Jr. and Louis Brandeis beganarticulating the philosophy that the FirstAmendment should be considered an en‐gine of social change. For example, in the1927 case Whitney v. California, Brandeiscalled upon courts and officials to “coura‐geously” let self‐reliant individuals shapesociety through free speech. Those inpower must have the courage that theirviewpoints and messages will survive anassault by protesters. If they do not, theydo not deserve to be in power.During the 1950s and ’60s, African‐American activists relied upon the FirstAmendment to challenge society’s domi‐nant message that institutionalizedracism should be the norm. Scholars suchas Harry Kalven have argued that the Su ‐preme Court made a concerted effort tosupport African Americans as theywielded the First Amendment to advancetheir cause. For example, in Cox v. Lou ‐isiana, Edwards v. South Carolina andGregory v. Chicago, the Court held that ar‐resting black protesters on the meregrounds that their speech threatened tomake white crowds angry and violent vi‐olated the First Amendment. In the five decades since the CivilRights Movement, free speech jurispru‐dence has been associated less with thespeech of oppressed minorities and morewith the hateful messages of ideologicalminorities bent on maintaining the op‐pressed status of non‐whites. In 1969, forexample, the KKK’s victory in Branden‐burg v. Ohio was a signal from the Su ‐

preme Court that it would protect theFirst Amendment’s neutrality towardviewpoint, even in such a racially turbu‐lent time. Other high profile cases havefirmly entrenched the Court’s stance onviewpoint neutrality, despite the hatefuland controversial nature of the speech ofextremist groups. See, for example, theCourt’s 1977 decision upholding the rightof the American Nazi Party to marchthrough the Village of Skokie, Illinois (thehome of dozens of Holocaust survivorsand their families), or its 2011 decisionallowing the anti‐gay Westboro BaptistChurch to picket at military funeralswithout fear of being sued for inflictingemotional distress upon mourning familymembers.In the 1980s and ’90s, critical racetheorists such as Derrick Bell and CharlesLawrence argued that such First Amend‐ment jurisprudence was anything butneutral. If the ultimate purpose of theFirst Amendment was to encourage dem‐ocratic participation among all people,they argued, then allowing groups likethe KKK to speak freely actually violatesthe First Amendment because it inhibitsracial minorities from speaking, lest theyface violent reprisals at the hands ofthese groups. Bell and Lawrence con‐tended that such “neutrality” was actuallyevidence of white complicity with racistgroups.Today, apps such as YikYak allow peo‐ple to speak with the same level of hatebehind the same cloak of anonymity as aKlan hood. It is certainly understandablewhy racial minorities would feel unsafeon a campus where the white person sit‐ting next to you in class could have writ‐ten the latest racist YikYak post. It isperhaps equally understandable whywhites who sympathize with the plight oftheir black colleagues would so eagerlyhelp them create spaces where they canactually feel safe. First Amendmentscholar Amy Gajda argued in her 2015book “The First Amendment Bubble” thatsociety is approaching a point where itcan no longer tolerate using the samelofty principles that once facilitated theCivil Rights Movement to continue to pro‐tect the hateful speech that would

threaten racial progress. At least one fed‐eral judge agrees with this sentiment. Inhis dissent to an October 2015 decisionby the U.S. Court of Appeals for the SixthCircuit, Judge John M. Rogers found it “un‐fortunately ironic” that an anti‐Muslimevangelical group could prevail in a freespeech case by relying on the same “tow‐ering but distinguishable cases involvingminority civil rights protests.”The law may be neutral, but historydoes not have to be. Historians can easilyconclude that the role of the First Amend‐ment in leading our nation out of segre‐gation far outweighs any social benefitthat the KKK or Westboro Baptist Churchhas given us by exercising their FirstAmendment rights. For social movementslike Black Lives Matter and Concerned‐Student1950 to be successful and openthe eyes of the ignorant, they must exer‐cise their right to freedom of expression,not prevent the ignorant from exercisingtheirs. By proceeding so courageously,history will judge them just as favorablyas their forebears.
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The First Amendment and the Shifting Narrative of Neutrality
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Civil Rights-era court rulings protected the
rights of African Americans to protest (top).
Brett Johnson urges social movements such as
#BlackLivesMatter (bottom; photo by Fibonacci
Blue—CC by 2.0) not only to exercise their own
free speech but also to allow others to do the
same.


