
This is it: my last presi-
dent’s column. Although 
I’m sad my term is coming 
to a close, I’m excited about 
the convention next month 
in Oklahoma City.

This pre-convention is-
sue of the Intelligencer not 
only provides information 
on the activities and awards 
planned for our 34th an-
nual meeting but also offers 
some insights into the re-
gion where we’ll gather.

AJHA will mark the 
20th anniversary of  the Murrah Federal Build-
ing bombing with two different panels: one, a 
media law perspective and the other, an aca-
demic and journalists’ view of the event and its 
aftermath. We’ll also visit the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial and Museum as one of two 
stops on our historic tour.

W. Joseph Campbell offers a preview of 
what we’ll see at the memorial in an essay that 
focuses on the research he conducted at its ar-
chives for his book, “1995: The Year the Future 
Began” (see page 2).

As Oklahoma native Jane Marcellus points 
out, though, there’s more to the state than the 
1995 attack. She provides some interesting facts, 
many related to media history, on page 4. 

We’ll also explore more of the state’s his-
tory on the second stop of our historic tour: the 
Oklahoma History Center, a 215,000-square-
foot learning center located on 18 acres across 
from the State Capitol, with galleries dedicated 
to Oklahoma’s Native American tribes, early 
settlement and development, African American 
experience, military history, and Oklahomans 
and space.

The convention will provide an opportunity 
to hear from two local journalists. We will hon-
or veteran reporter Mick Hinton with the Out-
standing Local Journalist Award during a recep-
tion on the evening of Oct. 8 (sponsored by the 
Ethics & Excellence in Journalism Foundation). 
Health reporter Jaclyn Cosgrove will speak at 
the annual Donna Allen Luncheon on Oct. 9.

We’ll also be recognizing many of our own 
members and paying homage to AJHA’s storied 
past. In addition to the usual awards we bestow 
each year for teaching and research, I wanted to 
do something to acknowledge members who 
have been a consistent part of the organization 
for decades.

We always are pleased to welcome new 
members into our academic family, but at the 
core of American Journalism Historians As-
sociation are those stalwarts who renew their 
memberships and appear at the conventions 
year after year. To show our appreciation for 
their continued support of journalism history, 
we will acknowledge those who have reached 
significant milestones of consecutive years of 
membership at our Scholars Breakfast on the 
morning of Oct. 9. 

More than 60 men and women have been 
members of AJHA for at least 10 consecutive 
years; 35 have been members for at least 20 
consecutive years; ten have maintained con-
stant membership for at least 30 years. If you’re 
among the people on those lists, you’ll be receiv-
ing an email soon with more information. 

We want to demonstrate how much we val-
ue long-time members’ dedication. I hope rec-
ognizing those who reach significant milestones 
will become an annual conference tradition. 

Immediately following the Scholars Break-
fast, four men who have been involved in AJHA 
since its early years will talk about the asso-
ciation’s origins and development on the Presi-
dent’s Panel. I invited Mike Murray, Alf Pratte, 
David Sloan, and Leonard Teel to share their 
perspectives and experiences, and I’m thrilled 
that they all enthusiastically agreed. It promises 
to be an enlightening and entertaining session.

The AJHA Book of the Year Award, which 
has been presented during the Scholars Break-
fast for the past few years, now will have its own 
special session: an interview/Q&A with award-
winner Meg Lamme followed by a general dis-
cussion on book publishing.

I’ve covered but a few convention highlights 
here. Please visit ajha.wildapricot.org/OKC2015 
for more details, and make sure to register soon. 
Early bird deadline is Sept. 16. 
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Memorial archive holds oral histories

It is said the passing 
years are marked two 
ways in Oklahoma City 
— conventionally, by the 
calendar, and psychically, 
with every April 19.

That date is never far 
from the collective con-
sciousness of Oklahoma 
City, a pleasant and wel-
coming place steeped in 

modesty and civility, a place for which an 
affinity can develop even in a brief stay.

On April 19, 1995, an embittered Army 
veteran named Timothy McVeigh drove 
a yellow rental truck loaded with explo-
sives to the curb in front of the nine-story 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building. Fuses 
were burning to the bomb-laden cargo 
hold as McVeigh, just a few days shy of 
his 27th birthday, stepped out of the cab, 
locked the door, and walked briskly to-
ward a getaway car several blocks away.

Moments later, at 9:02 a.m., as the Mur-
rah building was filling with federal work-
ers, the truck bomb exploded in a terrify-
ing roar. The effects were shattering: The 
Murrah building was destroyed and more 
than 300 other buildings were damaged, 
some irreparably. The bombing killed 
168 people, including 19 children—15 of 
whom were at a day care center on the 
Murrah building’s second floor, overlook-
ing the spot where McVeigh parked the 
truck. More than 680 people were injured 
in what was, and remains, the deadliest act 

of domestic terrorism in U.S. history.
Oklahoma City has made an impres-

sive recovery from the bombing. Still, the 
sense of loss it caused is keenly felt there. 
Every year on April 19, victims and sur-
vivors are remembered in a solemn and 
moving ceremony at the site of the former 
Murrah building. 

The site is now an open-air memorial, 
part of a well-tended complex called the 
Oklahoma City National Memorial & Mu-
seum. Centerpiece of the open-air memo-
rial is the Field of Empty Chairs. There, 
168 glass, bronze, and stone chairs—one 
for each person who died in the attack— 
are arrayed in rows that correspond to the 
floors of the Murrah building.

The Field of Empty Chairs is a contem-
plative place, especially so at night when 
the base of each chair is softly illuminated.

Adjacent to the Field of Empty Chairs 
shimmers a long and narrow reflecting 
pool. Up the slope beyond stands the me-
morial museum. Most visitors go there for 
what museum literature describes as “a 
chronological, self-guided interactive tour 
through the story of April 19, 1995, and 
the days, weeks, months and years that fol-
lowed.” It is a tour worth taking. 

Even more impressive, for me, is the 
museum’s archive. I made two research 
visits to Oklahoma City while working 
on my most recent book, “1995: The Year 
the Future Began” (University of Califor-
nia Press, 2015). The museum’s archive 

Continued on page 3

Photos by W. Joseph Campbell 

This clock from a nearby building captured the time the bombing happened 
on April 19, 1995—9:02 a.m.

W. Joseph 
Campbell
American 
University
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—especially a collection of more than 
400 oral-history interviews about the 
bombing—were important in bringing 
dimension to my book’s chapter about 
the attack and its legacies. (First stop for 
researchers seeking to consult the ar-
chives is the collections manager, Helen 
Stiefmiller, who can be reached at 405-
235-3042.) 

Among the oral histories is that of 
Lindel Hutson, who in 1995 was Asso-
ciated Press bureau chief for Oklaho-
ma. Hutson acquired the news agency’s 
rights to the most memorable image of 
the bombing—the firefighter cradling 
the battered, lifeless body of a little girl. 
The photograph, made by a 24-year-old 
freelancer named Charles Porter IV, won 
a Pulitzer Prize. 

What makes Hutson’s recollections 
so notable is their candor—how the vet-
eran journalist resisted his instincts and, 
despite the pressures of coordinating the 
AP’s bombing coverage, took time to 
look through the photographs that Por-
ter, unannounced, had brought to the 
bureau a few hours after the attack. 

Hutson said in his oral history that 
he was inclined to think, “What could 

this kid have that we don’t have?”
He also recalled that “we were so 

busy that we almost sent him on his way 
because we just didn’t have time to deal 
with it.”

But Porter had prints in hand, so 
Hutson figured, “Yeah, well, let’s take a 
look.”

He found that most of them “routine 
photos of what had been going on down-
town” near the Murrah building. Then 
Hutson came to the photo of the fireman 
holding the little girl. It was “something 
of a shock,” Hutson said. It was “a very, 
very compelling photo.” 

He turned to the bureau’s staff pho-
tographer and said:

“We’re going to have to have these.”
The archive also contains videotaped 

recollections of Charlie Hanger, the 
no-nonsense highway patrolman who, 
not long after the bombing, arrested 
McVeigh on a traffic stop 80 miles north 
of Oklahoma City. The getaway car had 
no license plate and McVeigh spent two 
days in a county jail, awaiting a hear-
ing. He was about to be released when 
federal authorities connected him to the 
bombing.

That McVeigh was still in jail was a 
stroke of good fortune. “Divine inter-
vention,” Hanger would say.

Memorial
Continued from page 2

The footprint of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building has been trans-
formed into a contemplative space 
known as the Field of Empty Chairs.

Campbell’s book “1995” includes 
a chapter on the bombing of the 
Murrah building.
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 Board of Directors 
Welcome to my home-

town. 
Although I have not 

lived in Oklahoma City full-
time for many years, it is still 
the place where my deepest 
roots are. My grandfather 
homesteaded in western 
Oklahoma before statehood 
in 1907, then moved east to 
Okemah, the town that is 
most famous as the birth-
place of folk singer Woody 
Guthrie. Two of my aunts 

went to school with Guthrie. 
Until 20 years ago, mentioning Oklahoma 

to a lot of people brought to mind images from 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical—hay, 
pitchforks, and women in red gingham dresses. 
Sadly, that image was supplanted when the Al-
fred P. Murrah Federal Building was bombed 
on April 19, 1995. To me, neither gives a sense 
of what the place is all about, so I’d like to tell 
you about a few other bits of Oklahoma history: 

• Oklahoma City was founded in a single 
day, April 22, 1889, when the first and largest 
of several land runs allowed white settlers into 
what was called “unassigned land.” The sur-
rounding areas, Oklahoma Territory (O.T.) and 
Indian Territory (I.T), were populated by Native 
American tribes. Most (the “Five Tribes”) had 
been forced to relocate from the southeast. On 
that day in 1889, about 50,000 settlers rushed 
into the area to stake claims. Those who came 

early were called “Sooners.”
• Oklahoma became a state in 1907. The 

first capital was Guthrie, north of Oklahoma 
City. The myth I grew up with was that the 
capital was moved in the dead of night in 1911, 
when a group of politicians stole the seal and 
took it to OKC. 

Here are some more people and events of 
interest to media historians: 

• Sequoyah, a Cherokee blacksmith from 
Tennessee, noticed that white people could 
convey their thoughts through “talking leaves.” 
By carefully listening to recurring sounds in his 
native language, he invented a “syllabary” that 
enabled his people to read and write. The Cher-
okee Phoenix and Cherokee Advocate newspa-
pers were published using Sequoyah’s syllabary 
as well as English.

• Will Rogers, a film star who performed 
in the Ziegfeld Follies before becoming a dry-
witted newspaper columnist, was born at Ool-
agah, I.T., near Tulsa. He died in a plane crash in 
Alaska in 1935. The airport where most of you 
will come in is named after him. 

• The Daily Oklahoman was founded in 
1894. In 1902 it was bought by Edward K. Gay-
lord, whose family owned the paper for the rest 
of the century.

• A number of Black Press newspapers were 
published after the run, when several Black-on-
ly townships sprung up, populated by African 
Americans leaving the South. Among the first 
was the Langston Herald, published in 1891. 

Oklahoma native invites AJHA members 
to learn more about her state’s history

Sooners rush into Oklahoma territory during an 1889 land run. 

Continued on page 5

Jane 
Marcellus
Middle 
Tennessee 
State
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• The city’s first radio station was 
WKY, which was started in a garage. 
Later it moved to our hotel, the Skirvin. 
In the 1950s, WKY-TV was the first in 
the city to broadcast in color. 

• Finally, the world’s first parking 
meter was installed at First Street and 
Robinson in downtown Oklahoma 
City on July 16, 1935. It was invented by 
a former reporter, Carl Magee.

For more on these and many other 
facts, visit okhistory.org.

Here are some of my favorite books 
by Oklahomans or about Oklahoma: 

• Rilla Askew, “Strange Business,” 
short stories about Oklahoma. 

• Woody Guthrie, “Bound for Glo-
ry” and the recently published “House 
of Earth.”

• Joy Harjo, “Crazy Brave,” a won-
derful coming-of-age memoir by this 
member of the Mvskoke (sometimes 
spelled Muskogee or Muscogee) Na-
tion.

• Betty Rogers, “Will Rogers,” a bi-
ography by his widow.

• Wilma Mankiller, “Mankiller,” a 
memoir by the first female chief of the 
Cherokee Nation.

AJHA will honor two local jour-
nalists during the upcoming conven-
tion in Oklahoma City. Michael R. 
“Mick” Hinton, who has been a vet-

eran reporter at the Oklahoman and the Tulsa World, will receive the 
Outstanding Local Journalist Award. Jaclyn Cosgrove, health reporter at 
the Oklahoman, will be the featured speaker at the association’s annual 
Donna Allen Luncheon.

Hinton, inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame in 
2003, substantially contributed to the 
local public interest with his works. Ac-
cording to Florida International Univer-
sity Honors Fellow Fred Blevens, Hinton 
exemplifies what the Outstanding Local 
Journalist Award encompasses.

“Over nearly five decades, Mick 
Hinton has provided some of the best 
journalism for readers in Oklahoma,” 
Blevens said. “His work embodies all the 
values and principles that we historians 
cherish in our own work.”

Hinton will receive his award and 

deliver brief remarks during an evening 
reception Oct. 8, sponsored by the Ethics 
& Excellence in Journalism Foundation.

The annual Donna Allen Luncheon 
celebrates contributions of women to the 
field of journalism. 

Cosgrove, a 2015-2016 Rosalynn 
Carter Mental Health Journalism Fellow, 
personifies the vision that Donna Allen 
had for young female reporters, accord-
ing to Middle Tennessee State University 
journalism professor Jane Marcellus. 

“Her work is detailed, insightful, 
compassionate, fair, and tough. She shows that young people can make 
it in this business and what their dedication to the best traditions of jour-
nalism looks like in a changing environment,” Marcellus said. “I like her 
work, which often has insights into women’s lives.”

The luncheon will take place on the afternoon of Oct. 9. Tickets for 
the luncheon may be purchased with convention registration. If you’ve 
already registered and wish to purchase tickets using a credit card visit 
ajha.wildapricot.org/OKCtickets. You also may add tickets to your regis-
tration by contacting Erika Pribanic-Smith at epsmith@uta.edu.

Jodi Rightler-McDaniels
South College

OKC journalists earn recognition at AJHA convention

Mick Hinton

Jaclyn Cosgrove

Oklahoma
Continued from page 4 The Awards Committee of 

AJHA selected Mike Sweeney as 
recipient of the 2015 Sidney Ko-
bre Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Journalism History.

Sweeney, associate director 
for graduate studies at the E.W. 
Scripps School of Journalism at 
Ohio University, will receive the 
award and deliver brief remarks 
at an awards luncheon on Oct. 8.

As AJHA’s highest honor, the 
Kobre Award recognizes indi-
viduals with an exemplary record 
of sustained achievement in jour-
nalism history through research, 
teaching and professional activities. It is named in 
honor of the late Sidney Kobre, a newspaperman, 
professor and author.

Jean Palmegiano, professor emerita of history 
at St. Peter’s University, praised Sweeney for his 
contributions to the field of journalism history.

“History is losing its audience because too 
many historians are speaking to each other in 
jargon instead of acquainting the public with the 
past in clear language,” she said. “Mike is one of 
the few who has used media of all sorts to reverse 
the trend.”

Sweeney served as AJHA’s president in 2004-
2005, but he is perhaps better known for his un-
canny ability as the Media History auctioneer. He 

has been responsible for raising 
significant funding for graduate 
students during the silent auction.

“As the crowd-pleasing auc-
tioneer, he cajoled and teased at-
tendees into making purchases 
or donating funds totaling thou-
sands of dollars to benefit gradu-
ate students,” said Bernell Tripp, 
associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Florida. 

Sweeney has authored 18 
books, 10 refereed journal arti-
cles, 14 encyclopedia entries, and 
24 refereed conference research 
papers. In 2002, Sweeney won the 

AJHA Book of the Award for “Secrets of Victory: 
The Office of Censorship and the American Press 
and Radio in World War II.” These accomplish-
ments have not gone unnoticed by his peers.

“I know of no more polished writer in our 
ranks,” said Maurine Beasley, professor emerita at 
the University of Maryland.

Sweeney earned his undergraduate degree at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, followed by 
a Master of Journalism at the University of North 
Texas and a Ph.D. in Journalism from Ohio Uni-
versity. He worked as a reporter for National Geo-
graphic, where he filed daily news dispatches for 
the website on the progress of Dr. Robert Ballard’s 
expedition to Titanic. — Jodi Rightler-McDaniels

Sweeney honored for lifetime achievement

Mike Sweeney, Ohio
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Committee Spotlight
Education Committee helps fund 
student travel, seeks teaching tools

“The dream begins 
with a teacher who be-
lieves in you, who tugs 
and pushes and leads you 
to the next plateau, some-
times poking you with a 
sharp stick called ‘truth,’” 
according to veteran 
journalist Dan Rather.

This inspirational 
quote connects dreams 
and teaching. The AJHA 

Education Committee has been busy over 
the past year trying to make those same con-
nections within our organization. In partic-
ular, the committee selected a truly worthy 
recipient for the 2015 AJHA National Award 
for Excellence in Teaching, raised funds for 
graduate student travel, and began to rede-
fine some of its duties. 

The following is a brief summary of 
those three activities:

AJHA National Award for Excellence 
in Teaching. 

The Education Committee placed a na-
tional call for nominations, and the commit-
tee selected Tracy Lucht, an assistant pro-
fessor at Iowa State University, as the 2015 
recipient of this year’s teaching award. She 
will be honored during an awards lunch Oct. 
8 at the AJHA 34th Annual Convention in 
Oklahoma City. (See page 9.)

Fund-raising for Graduate Student 
Travel. 

For the past several years, the Educa-
tion Committee has raised money to help 
support travel for graduate students whose 
papers or panels are accepted for presenta-
tion at the AJHA annual meeting. The com-
mittee has sponsored silent auctions, raffles, 
and has otherwise cajoled AJHA members to 
give generously to support the graduate stu-
dents. And you have done so!

To date, we have raised about $1,200 to 

help support this year’s graduate students 
who will come to Oklahoma City. We’ve 
done this with last year’s raffle, raffle ticket 
pre-sales for the 2015 meeting, and a fund-
raising letter that was sent to AJHA mem-
bers earlier in the year. That is a substantial 
amount of money, but if you factor in the 
approximately 20 students who are coming 
to the 2015 meeting, it translates into about 
$60 apiece.

So, the Education Committee hopes 
you will consider purchasing raffle tickets 
when you register (or at ajha.wildapricot.
org/OKCtickets if you’ve already registered). 
Tickets will be available on site as well.

You also still can donate at ajha.wildapri-
cot.org/donate. We would like to raise more 
for the students, if we can. 

Redefining the Committee’s Focus – 
We Need You! 

As satisfying as it is to help the gradu-
ate students with travel, the committee 
has come to believe that it may not be the 
best-equipped group to continue with fund-
raising. Perhaps what is needed is a devel-
opment officer or a development committee 
or both. We have made such suggestions to 
AJHA officers, who were also thinking along 
these lines, and the Education Committee 
will be out of the fund-raising business after 
the 2015 meeting.

Instead, we will be focusing our ener-
gies on teaching tips and advancing pedago-
gy within the organization. We would like to 
work in conjunction with other committees, 
such as membership and public relations, to 
help include teaching tips, syllabi and vari-
ous teaching ideas on the website and in the 
Intelligencer. To that end, we need your help. 

If you are interested in providing teach-
ing tips, ideas, and/or syllabi for the website 
and/or for the Intelligencer, please email me 
at pamela.parry@eku.edu. We would like to 
share your ideas with all members.

Pam Parry
Eastern  
Kentucky 
University

AJHA has 13 committees that work throughout the year to keep the organization run-
ning. In each issue of this volume of the Intelligencer, we’ll be highlighting a committee, letting 
members know who is on the committee and what the committee is doing. The goals are to keep 
members informed about what’s going on in the organization and to offer more information on 
ways that members can get involved.
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Members of the American Journalism 
Historians Association will vote at the gen-
eral business meeting Oct. 10 on a proposed 
constitutional amendment to make History 
in the Curriculum a formal committee.

A task force chaired by David Sloan and 
Jim McPherson began in 2005 with the goal 
of expanding history in communication pro-
grams. The task force later became an ad hoc 
committee but does not have a formal man-
date in the AJHA constitution and by-laws.

In his committee report for 2014, then-
chair Jon Marshall asked the Board of Direc-
tors to consider whether the group should  
formally become a committee and be includ-
ed in the constitution. The Board of Direc-
tors voted in St. Paul last October to submit a 
constitutional amendment to that effect.

The amendment would add the History 
in the Curriculum Commitee to the consti-
tution with the following description: 

This committee will develop and imple-
ment strategies to encourage the con-
tinuation and expansion of historical 
studies as a vital part of the journalism 
and mass communication curriculum in 
higher education.

Members also will vote to select a 2nd 
Vice President and three members of the 
Board of Directors. See bios on page 16.

Constitutional 
amendment up 
for member vote

The editors of American Journalism se-
lected “The Origins of Television’s ‘Anchor 
Man’: Cronkite, Swayze, and Journalism 
Boundary Work” by Mike Conway as the 
best article published in the past year.

Conway, associate professor in the Media 
School at Indiana University, will receive the 
Best Article Award at the general business 
meeting on Oct. 10, during the AJHA con-
vention in Oklahoma City.

Published in fall 2014, the article exam-
ines the history and controversy surround-
ing the term “anchor” in television. 

Conway said he appreciates the help that 
went into making this article award-worthy.

“The only reason this piece could be 
considered for such an honor is because 
both the American Journalism editors and 
anonymous reviewers pushed me to make it 
a stronger manuscript,” Conway said.

The Best Article Award honors research 
published in American Journalism within 
the last year that is original and rigorous and 
makes an outstanding contribution to devel-
oping scholarship in the field of journalism 
and mass communication history.

For information on how to submit to 
American Journalism, visit ajha.wildapricot.
org/American-Journalism.

Conway journal submission awarded best article
Jodi Rightler-McDaniels
South College

Mike Conway, Indiana



I teach a course 
at the University of 
Tulsa every year or so 
called Native Ameri-
cans and the Popular 
Imagination. The class 
is fitting in Oklahoma, 
which has a sizable 
Native American pop-
ulation, and at Tulsa, 
which traces its roots 

back to Indian Territory where the insti-
tution was founded as the Presbyterian 
School for Indian Girls. The course is 
also a natural one for me because I have 
been a student of this topic since my days 
as a doctoral student. 

You’d think that would make this class 
a breeze for me, a course I could teach in 
my sleep. But teaching in my own area 
of expertise is not as easy as it sounds. 
There are several reasons for this, some 
of which may be useful for journalism 
historians to consider as they develop 
and teach courses tied to their own work 
in journalism history. 

My Native American class is what my 
university calls a “Block 2” class, one of 
many historical or social science classes 
that freshman and sophomore students 
can choose to take as part of their lib-
eral arts education. The class is open to 
communication majors, but most of the 
students who take it are majoring in sub-
jects other than communication, includ-
ing business and engineering. 

This diversity of backgrounds and in-
terests can be a challenge, but I see it as 
an opportunity, an opening for a wider 
discussion of issues associated with race 
and representation. More precisely, I 
want all of my students to explore and 
analyze the creation and evolution of ra-
cial stereotypes and cultural myths that 
have shaped five centuries of European 
and American thought about Native 
Americans. 

For this reason the course considers 

topics far beyond journalism history, 
starting with European and American 
history, but including anthropology, re-
ligion, economics, art history and litera-
ture, among other disciplines. I am not 
a master of all these subjects, of course, 
so I’ve had to expand my reading and re-
search well beyond journalism and com-
munication studies, looking for and in-
corporating new readings and activities 
into my syllabus. 

This is—and remains—a challenge; 
I’ve had to think outside the usual disci-
plinary boundaries and enlarge my read-
ings for the class. For example, I’ve used 
portions of Sherman Alexie’s 2007 young 
adult novel “The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian” to illustrate is-
sues surrounding racial identity from the 
Native American point of view. And just 
this summer, I discovered anthropolo-
gist William M. Clements’ “Imagining 
Geronimo” (New Mexico, 2013), a book 
that fits into my course perfectly but one 
that I would never have encountered in  
journalism or communication catalogues 
or reviews. 

Again, my goal in the course was 
(and is) to be expansive, if not compre-

hensive; I aim to examine the evolving 
idea of American Indians in Western 
thought over a long timespan and in a 
variety of forms. That led me to identify 
and research other sorts of published and 
online documents, especially primary 
sources that can give students a way to 
shed their twenty-first-century attitudes 
and see the world as various historical 
actors once saw it. 

“The Diario of Christopher Colum-
bus,” for instance, offers a revealing—and 
troubling—report of the initial European 
response to the people of the Caribbean. 
Similarly, the captivity narrative of Mary 
Rowlandson—now conveniently avail-
able in digital form—provides a grip-
ping account of war and forgiveness in 
colonial New England. These and other 
documents aren’t part of standard jour-
nalism histories, but they help explain 
the ebb and flow of racial ideology and 
Native American stereotypes that shaped 
the idea of the Indian in American jour-
nalism and popular culture.

I have also enlarged my thinking 
about the course to emphasize images, 

Teaching Essay

Interdisciplinary course expands thinking

John Coward
University of 
Tulsa
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Continued on page 9

George Catlin’s 1832 painting “The Last Race” depicts an O-kee-pa ceremo-
ny, the culimination of a four-day Mandan ritual to initiate young men.



which turns out to be enormously signifi-
cant in the case of Euro-American think-
ing about American Indians. This focus 
has led me to the drawings of artists such 
as John White, who drew early pictures 
of colonial Virginia, and Theodor de Bry, 
the sixteenth-century engraver whose 
renderings of White’s pictures were wide-
ly circulated in Europe. 

In the nineteenth century, I’ve includ-
ed the paintings of George Catlin, the 
first artist to paint Indians and Indian 
life along the Missouri River, as well as 
Indian illustrations in Frank Leslie’s and 
Harper’s Weekly. Early films and Holly-
wood have also provided a rich source of 
stories and images for students to review 
and critique. Much of this visual material 
is available online.  

My point is simple: Knowledge and 
methods change over time, and we need 
to change as well. Even in areas where 
the professor is the expert, ideas and in-
terpretations evolve. Moreover, mastery 
of new topics is not automatic. For me, 
at least, I need to keep stretching, try-
ing new material and seeking innovative 
ways to inspire students to think clearly 
and deeply about race and representation 
in the American experience.
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Teaching
Continued from page 8

The cover of an 1870 Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated Newspaper featured an en-
graving titled “The Sick Indian Girl.”

Tracy Lucht, assistant professor in the 
Greenlee School of Journalism and Commu-
nication at Iowa State University, has been se-
lected to receive the 2015 American Journal-
ism Historians Association National Award 
for Excellence in Teaching and the American 
Journalism Rising Scholar Award.

The annual teaching award honors a col-
lege or university teacher who excels at teach-
ing in the area of journalism and mass com-
munication history, makes a positive impact 
on student learning, and offers an outstanding 
example for other educators. 

Lucht said she is honored to be the re-
cipient because AJHA is full of professors who 
care deeply about teaching and are exception-
ally talented.

“I am both humbled and inspired,” she 
said. “Journalism history is my favorite course 
to teach, and in the past few years I have been 
working to develop hands-on assignments 
that engage students more actively.”  

Lucht said she was grateful for AJHA’s rec-
ognition of that kind of work and the scholar-
ship that drives it.

Judges praised Lucht as an exemplary 
teacher whose tireless commitment to student 
learning was unmatched. 

One judge commented that Lucht’s mate-
rials offer ample evidence of her strong com-
mitment to her students at every level, while 
another judge commended her strong re-
search agenda, which informs her instruction.

American Journalism selected Lucht to re-
ceive its second annual Rising Scholar Award 
for her proposal, “Soloists or Members of the 
Choir? Professional Networks in the Careers 
of Midwestern Women Broadcasters.” 

Lucht said she appreciates the generosity 
and encouragement AJHA shows to junior 
scholars. The $2,000 in research funding that 
accompanies  the award will allow her to ex-
tend her research on women broadcasters in 
the Midwest through an examination of the 
role that professional networks played in their 
careers. 

“This study is part of my larger project 
investigating women’s methods of exercising 
agency in an industry that did not always wel-
come their participation,” Lucht said.

The judges noted that Lucht’s thoughtful-
ly-conceived and detailed proposal has the 
potential to make a valuable contribution to 
historical literature and to elevate journalism 
history, all while enhancing her growth as a 
scholar and expert. 

The Rising Scholar Award recognizes the 
achievements and potential of an untenured 
scholar. 

This year’s Rising Scholar Award will be 
funded by a gift from Stan Cloud in honor of 
his wife, the late Barbara Cloud, who was an 
early member and former president of AJHA.

Lucht will receive the teaching award and 
deliver brief remarks during the awards lunch 
on the afternoon of Oct. 8 at the convention 
in Oklahoma City. The lunch is included with 
registration for all convention attendees.

She will receive the Rising Scholar Award 
at the general business meeting on Oct. 10. All 
convention attendees are welcome to attend 
the meeting.

Lucht to receive Rising Scholar, 
Excellence in Teaching awards
Jodi Rightler-McDaniels
South College

Tracy Lucht, Iowa State



My exp- 
perience as 
a member 
of the 
A m e r i c a n 
Journalism 
Historians 
Association 
(AJHA) has 
been one of 
c o m p l e t e 
delight and 

enlightenment. 
Not only did I have 

the honor of presenting a 
paper at the 2014 AJHA 
annual conference in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, but I also 
networked with many fellow 
historians, including masters 
and doctoral students whose 
research interests mirrored my 
own in many respects. 

For me, St. Paul was a 
game changer. 
The overall 
experience was 
e n o r m o u s l y 
positive, and my 
participation in 
the conference 
helped me 
r e c o n f i r m 
that mass 
communication 
history is where 
my passion is. 

Quite honestly, I felt like 
I belonged, and that is a huge 
honor considering the caliber 
of historians I interacted with, 
researchers whose published 
contributions to our field 
continually amaze and inspire 
me. I left Minnesota feeling 
confident in my 2012 decision 
(and at age 41) to leave a 
stable career in scholarship 
administration to pursue a 
doctorate and academia.

The defining quality of the 
AJHA, in my opinion, is how 
approachable its members and 

leadership are. They provide 
for a community atmosphere 
that is both refreshing 
and conducive to research 
productivity. The AJHA’s 
informal presence and friendly 
atmosphere inspire networking 
opportunities on many levels, 
and there are ample ways for 
graduate students like myself to 
engage in mentor relationships 
with accomplished researchers. 

I firmly believe what the 
AJHA offers is unmatched by 
other academic organizations. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y — a n d 
perhaps most gratifying to 
me—I reconnected with 
founding AJHA member Dr. 
David Sloan, whose 1996 
historiography class set me on 
a journey that eventually led 
to me pursuing a doctorate in 
mass communication history. 

In fact, my 
a s s o c i a t i o n 
with the AJHA 
i n f o r m a l l y 
began almost 
two decades ago 
when I presented 
a paper written 
for Dr. Sloan’s 
class at the 1996 
AJHA Southeast 
S y m p o s i u m . 
This would not 

have been possible without Dr. 
Sloan’s mentorship. 

Although I had no plans 
in 1996 of pursuing a career 
in academia and thus mass 
communication history post 
graduate school, I never lost 
interest in historical research 
as I maneuvered through 
various non-academic career 
endeavors. The guidance I 
received from AJHA members, 
including Dr. Caryl Cooper 
and Dr. Meg Lamme (both 
professors at The University of 
Alabama), greatly helped me 

narrow my research interests. 
In fact, they both serve on 
my program and dissertation 
committees.

In closing, the support and 
encouragement I have received 
from the AJHA has been 
instrumental in helping me 

not only confirm my academic 
specialty, but also provided me 
opportunities to give back to 
the organization. 

I look forward to future 
events and being involved in 
whatever capacity I am asked 
to fill.
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Student Testimonial
First convention in St. Paul made Morton feel at home

David Sloan and Patrick Cox record a video testimonial in the Prom-
enade Foyer of the St. Paul Hotel during the 2014 AJHA convention. 

Photo courtesy of the UM School of Journalism and Mass Communication

Sloan recalls road trip musings 
that led to the creation of AJHA

Faculty Testimonial

At the 2014 convention in St. Paul, Patrick Cox conducted inter-
views with several long-time AJHA members while students from the 
University of Minnesota School of Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion recorded. Each issue of this volume of the Intelligencer has featured 
excerpts from these interviews, which are posted on the AJHA YouTube 
Channel: http:// tinyURL.com/AJHAYouTube. 

In the final installment, Cox interviews AJHA co-founder Wm. Da-
vid Sloan, who explains how an idea that came up on a road trip in 1981 
to AEJMC resulted in the association’s formation.

“We were lameting the fact that journalism history didn’t have more 
visibility,” he said. “We talked a little bit about how it would be nice to  
have some efforts that would increase the opportunities and prestige of 
journalism history.”

Sloan also describes the organization’s first conference, which took 
place in 1982 on the campus of Southern Methodist University in Dal-
las, Texas, and the subsequent election of AJHA’s first officers and board.  

“About 30 people showed up at that conference, and I thought, ‘Well, 
that’s pretty good,’” Sloan said.

To hear more about the conversations out of which AJHA began and 
who the association’s first elected officers were, view Sloan’s full testimo-
nial at http://youtu.be/vZP5eda5y_E. — Erika J. Pribanic-Smith

Scott Morton
University of 
Alabama

I firmly believe 
that what the 
AJHA offers is 
unmatched by 

other academic 
organizations.
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2014 McKerns Winners
Research explores presidential photography since JFK

Archival documents shed light on origins of free press
In 1769—long 

before the incendi-
ary words of Thomas 
Paine, long before 
others spoke of vio-
lent revolution—
Richard Henry Lee of 
Virginia wrote of the 
inevitability of war 
with Great Britain. 
He argued emphati-

cally that although the mother country 
was exceedingly strong, “the race is not 
always to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong.”1  

His brother Arthur Lee was living in 
London but was an active supporter of 
colonial freedom. In a private letter to 
a colonial leader in 1774, Arthur wrote 
that the British Parliament was hostile to 
American rights, and what the colonies 
needed most was a “Bill of Rights.”2  

Arthur Lee also wrote often of John 
Wilkes, describing in glowing terms the 

radical politician who championed free-
dom of the press in Great Britain: “Of 
courage, calm and intrepid, of a flowing 
wit, accommodating in his temper, of 
manners convivial and conversible [sic], 
an elegant scholar, & well read in Consti-

tutional Law.”3  
This description was of the man the 

British government threw out of Parlia-
ment and into the Tower of London—the 
man who helped to inspire the American 
ideal of press freedom.

 These are just a few of the gems I un-
covered while combing through primary 
sources in the archives in Washington, 
DC, and Virginia. As fellow historians, I 
suspect you can understand the pleasures 
of reading letters and printed material 
from nearly 250 years ago. 

This research in the archives at the 
University of Virginia Alderman Library, 
the Virginia Historical Society, the Vir-
ginia State Library, and the Library of 
Congress was possible because of a Jo-
seph McKerns research grant from the 
American Journalism Historians Associ-
ation, combined with a modest grant and 
research sabbatical from my university. 

I believe that this research on the Lee Richard Henry Lee and his brother Arthur 
Lee advocated for a free American press. 

Roger Mellen
New Mexico 
State University

Continued on page 13

The first photograph in White House 
Photo Office (WHPO) Book 1 at the LBJ Li-
brary is one of the most iconic photographs 
documenting a presidency that has ever been 
taken—Lyndon Baines Johnson being sworn 
in as the 36th President of the United States 
on Air Force One after the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

Army Capt. Cecil Stoughton, who had 
been assigned to the Kennedy White House 
to photograph some of the President’s be-
hind-the-scenes moments, was waiting at 

Parkland Memorial Hospital for news of President Kennedy 
when he saw Vice President Johnson, Mrs. Johnson, Secret 
Service Agent Rufus Youngblood and a couple of other people 
making a mad dash for the door. 

He asked where they were going and was told, “The Presi-
dent’s going to Washington.” Stoughton said, “That was my 
clue that the President I came with was no longer there,” and 
he ran after them.  Even though Stoughton had not flown in on 
the Air Force One, he knew Jim Swindal, the pilot, and talked 
his way onto the plane. Malcolm Kilduff, President Kennedy’s 

assistant White House Press Secretary, saw Stoughton and said, 
“Thank God, you are here, Cecil. The president’s going to take 
the oath on the plane, and you’re going to make the pictures.” 

The 2014 AJHA Joseph McKerns Research Grant funded 

Michael 
Martinez
University of 
Tennessee

Photo courtesy of Michael Martinez
WHPO Book 1 includes an image of Lyndon Baines Johnson taking 
the oath of office on Air Force One.

Continued on page 13
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Archival
Continued from page 12

brothers of Virginia and their vital connections to 
the development of the constitutional right to a free 
press helps us to understand the original intent of 
that crucial part of the Bill of Rights. 

This work has now been presented to the AE-
JMC conference in San Francisco, where it won an 
award from the History Division, and it will soon be 
submitted for publication. 

1 Richard Henry Lee, foreword to “The Farmer’s 
and Monitor’s Letters, to the Inhabitants of the Brit-
ish Colonies,” by Arthur Lee and John Dickinson 
(Williamsburg: William Rind, 1769), from the Jef-
ferson Collection, Rare Books & Special Collections 
Reading Room, Library of Congress. (Upon request, 
this pamphlet was briefly removed from a special 
exhibit of Jefferson’s library for this research.)

2 Arthur Lee to Thomas Cushing, December 
6, 1774, Public Records Office, London, Colonial 
Office, 5/118, ff. 92-3. This letter somehow ended 
up in the British Colonial Office files, apparently 
seized by British General Gage, according to Mer-
rill Jensen, “The Founding of a Nation: A History of 
the American Revolution, 1763-1776” (Indianapo-
lis: Hackett, 2004), 420, fn 67.

3 Arthur Lee, Memoir (unfinished), from The 
Lee Family Papers, 1742-1795, eds. “Paul P. Hoff-
man and John L. Molyneaux” (Charlottesville: Uni-
versity of Virginia Library, 1966), reel 8.

Research
Continued from page 12

my research trip to the LBJ Library and Museum in Austin, 
Texas, where I was able to access papers from the Johnson 
White House and analyze the WHPO Books that housed con-
tact sheets of all the photos taken documenting the daily life 
of the president. 

Documenting the presidency was still in its infancy in 
the Kennedy administration. Even though Stoughton stayed 
through the first sixth months of the Johnson administration, 
he was Kennedy’s photographer, and the new president want-
ed his own. 

President Johnson had encountered Yoichi “Oke” Okamo-
to, who was working at the United States Information Agency 
(USIA), when Oke was assigned to cover then-Vice President 
Johnson on an official visit to West Berlin in 1961. Johnson 
was so impressed with Okamoto’s work that when he became 
president, Johnson asked him to head the White House Photo 
Office. Okamoto was the first civilian to hold the position of 

personal photographer to the president.
Okamoto viewed his role as creating an historic documen-

tation of the Johnson Presidency.  In a document outlining 
the duties of various departments, The National Archives de-
scribed the WHPO’s role by stating:

A primary mission of the Photo Office is to produce the 
first photographic history of a presidency in all its ram-
ifications, in depth and with honesty, as a service to the 
American people for generations to come.
 
This research is one part of a much larger project seeking 

to answer how presidential photographers from John F. Ken-
nedy to Barack Obama have shaped the image and memory of 
the presidents they served.

Winners of the 2015 Joseph McKerns Research Grants will be 
announced Oct. 10, at the general business meeting during the 
AJHA convention in Oklahoma City. For details on how to apply 
for a 2016 McKerns Grant, visit ajha.wildapricot.org/mckerns.

The AJHA Book Award Committee has select-
ed Margot Opdycke Lamme as the recipient of its 
annual Book of the Year recognition. 

Lamme will receive the award and discuss her 
research on Oct. 10, during a special session at the 
34th annual AJHA convention in Oklahoma City.

Lamme, a professor in the Department of 
Public Relations at the University of Alabama, 
wrote “Public Relations and Religion in American 
History: Evangelism, Temperance, and Business” 
(Routledge, 2014).

Part of the Routledge Research in Public Re-
lations series, “Public Relations and Religion in 
American History” traces evangelicalism to corporate public relations via reform 
and the church-based temperance movement. 

Fifty-one judges reviewed 19 entries for this year’s competition. Book Award 
Chair Aimee Edmondson said this year’s list of books was outstanding, but the 
judges agreed Lamme’s work was the clear choice.

According to one judge, the wealth of source material that Lamme used to 
present the argument for including early evangelism and grass roots campaigns in 
our construction of public relations history is varied, compelling and cohesively 
laid out.

“This work adds to our knowledge of this history and asks us to look in new 
directions that make a stunning amount of sense,” the judge wrote.

Another judge stated that Lamme’s book adds dimension and depth to the 
field and provides a focus for further research by broadening our ideas about what 
public relations is, has been and will be.

Lamme said she was astounded, delighted and deeply honored to receive the 
AJHA Book of the Year Award. 

She expressed gratitude to AJHA for the 2012 Joseph McKerns Research Grant 
that helped make an archival research trip possible as well as to the members with 
whom she has discussed her research. — Erika J. Pribanic-Smith.

Lamme PR tome named best book

Meg Lamme, Alabama
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Scholars focus on journalism that crosses borders
Several years ago, I 

started thinking about 
how journalistic con-
ventions, practices, 
values, stories, and per-
sonnel move across na-
tional borders and how 
little we understand 
about that topic. This 
line of thinking grew 
out of an experience I 
had at my first interna-
tional conference. 

I knew going in that the other schol-
ars there would probably think differently 
about journalism. Only the Christmas be-
fore, when I checked into a B&B in Bath, 
England, the owner’s first words to me were, 
“Oh, you’re American. You’re the ones with 
the wonky ideas about free speech.” And, 
of course, for historic geo-political reasons, 
the eastern European press had followed a 
different line of development from that of 
the West or of Africa or South America.

My experience in Bath told me that 
Americans stood out in the eyes of the rest 
of the world for our—in their perspective— 
weird ways of thinking about the press and 
its place in society. 

The research I’d done for the conference 
convinced me I was right about how Amer-
ican journalism is perceived from abroad. 
I’d had to dig into the history of the English 
media for my paper, and in doing so, I dis-
covered that, at least in England, not only 
were attitudes different, but so was journal-
ism scholarship. The methods were similar, 
but the questions and perspectives were 
distinctive. I also knew I’d be the only his-
torian at the conference, which dealt with 
the future of journalism, so I expected to be 
something of an oddity.

What I didn’t expect was to stand out 
because I was American. What I really 
didn’t expect was to be greeted with the 
very excited, almost awed statement, “Oh! 
You’re American! You’re the ones who in-
vented journalism.”

Feeling totally like a provincial hick, I re-
plied, without thinking, “We did? When?”

A couple of years later, I had the oppor-

tunity to present a paper at the Newspaper 
and Periodicals History Forum of Ireland 
and to meet a colleague, Mark O’Brien, who 
is a professor at Dublin City University. As 
we chatted at the conference, we noted how 
little work had actually been done to ex-
amine not international journalism history 
but what we started calling transnational 
journalism history.

Transnational journalism and interna-
tional journalism are closely linked, but 
Mark and I made the distinction this way. 
We used the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists’ definition of international jour-
nalism. According to SPJ, international 
journalism deals with foreign journalists, 
American journalists who cover events 
overseas for American media, or journal-
ism that deals with international affairs. 

Transnational journalism deals with as-
pects of the news industry, news practices 
and conventions, even journalists that tran-
scend national borders. Mark explained it a 
bit more eloquently at a panel at this sum-
mer’s AEJMC meeting. He sees transna-
tional journalism as covering topics such 
as the migration of technology, work prac-

tices and journalistic forms across national 
borders. It also deals with the influence of 
social changes across borders and how spe-
cific journalists have contributed to those 
changes and migrations. I would include in 
Mark’s list media aimed at diasporic audi-
ences, provided the news product’s focus is 
primarily on the home country rather than 
the country where it is produced.

For example, I’m working on a study 
of the journalism of Thomas Francis Mea-
gher, who was transported to Australia for 
participating in the 1848 Young Irelanders 
Revolution. He escaped and made his way 
to America where he established a news-
paper, the Irish News, which he published 
between 1856 and 1860.  The paper folded 
when Meagher joined the Union Army as 
commander of the Irish Brigade.

Meagher’s newspaper was very specifi-
cally targeted to the Irish diaspora in New 
York City. It was not so much an American 
newspaper aimed at helping Irish immi-
grants assimilate into their new environ-
ment as it was an Irish newspaper for Irish 
emigrants. Each issue published small news 
snippets from correspondents in virtually 
every county in Ireland (a lot like the snip-
pets USA Today publishes from each state) 
as well as Meagher’s column, “Personal 
Recollections.” Those personal recollec-
tions were, of course, of his life in Ireland. 

The United States was having a few po-
litical troubles during the years the Irish 
News was published—collapsing political 
parties, rabid debates over slavery and the 
fugitive slave laws, nasty presidential elec-
tions, the caning of a U.S. Senator on the 
floor of the Senate, just to name a few—but 
readers of the Irish News would have been 
ignorant of most of these stories if they 
read only Meagher’s paper. His focus was 
Ireland’s social movements and political 
debates, not America’s.

Kevin Grieves at Ohio University has 
studied how European journalism schools 
are beginning to teach transnational jour-
nalism so as to prepare their students to 
cover Europe from a European perspective 
rather than Spain from a Spanish perspec-

Debra 
van Tuyll
Georgia 
Regents 
University

Continued on page 15

Thomas Francis Meagher published an 
Irish newspaper in New York until the 
Civil War, when he joined the Union Army.
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tive or even Europe from a Spanish per-
spective. But transnational journalism isn’t 
new. It wasn’t born with the birth of the Eu-
ropean Union. In fact, at the same panel on 
which Mark O’Brien spoke this summer, I 
argued that transnational journalism is at 
least as old as the United States, and actu-
ally even older. 

Our first American newspapers con-
sisted primarily of English news for Eng-
lish readers who just happened to be living 

somewhere other than England. Further, 
the very first English-language newspaper 
was published in Holland for British wool 
merchants. That was likely among the very 
first examples of transnational journalism; 
hence, there is clearly a history to be stud-
ied here—a relatively untouched history.

This is a wide-open field that is just beg-
ging for study. I’ll be attending the News-
paper and Periodicals History Forum of 
Ireland conference again this fall, and Mark 
and I will be continuing the conversation we 
began with attendees at our AEJMC panel. 
We believe that transnational journalism 
history is an area ripe for exploration, and 

we hope to find enough like-minded schol-
ars to engage in research in this area that we 
can create an annual conference and pub-
lish at least one or two books out of the con-
ference materials. (See paper call below.)

What is particularly exciting is that 
we’ve already attracted scholars from non-
western parts of the world, so we have great 
hopes for the work in this area to be truly 
transnational. 

Anyone who’s interested in joining us in 
this endeavor can contact me to be added to 
our developing mailing list. You may send 
your contact information to me at dvan-
tuyl@gru.edu.

CFP: AEJMC Southeast

Borders
Continued from page 14

Scholars are invited to submit research pa-
pers and panel proposals for the 41st Annual 
AEJMC Southeast Colloquium, March 3-5, 
2016, at Louisiana State University.

Authors should submit each research paper 
as an email attachment (Word or PDF) no later 
than 11:59 p.m. CST Monday, Dec. 14. In the 
body of the email, authors must provide the 
title of the paper as well as the name, affiliation, 
student/faculty status, and contact information 
for each author.  

Do not include any author identifying in-
formation on any page of the attached paper 
submission. Authors also should redact iden-
tifying information from the document prop-
erties. On the cover page of the paper, only 
the title of the paper should appear. Following 
the cover page, include a 250-word abstract. 
Length of papers should not exceed 30 pages, 
including references and tables. 

The author of each accepted paper (at least 
one author in the case of a co-authored paper) 
must present the paper at the colloquium or it 
will not be listed in the final program. 

Manuscripts must be original and must 
not have been previously presented at a confer-
ence. However, acceptance and/or submission 
of papers to colloquium paper competitions 
does not prevent authors from submitting to 
AEJMC divisions for the national convention.

History Division papers should be sent 
directly to the division’s colloquium research 
chair Erika Pribanic-Smith, epsmith@uta.edu.

The Law and Policy, Magazine, Electronic 
News, Newspaper and Online News, and 
Open divisions also are accepting submissions.

Authors of accepted papers will be notified 
by early February 2016.
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Five members on ballot for AJHA board, Bragg for 2nd VP
This year’s call for 

nominations yielded a 
diverse pool for leader-
ship positions in our or-
ganization. 

One AJHA mem-
ber has been nominated 
to fill the slot of 2015-
2016 2nd vice president, 
and five members were 
nominated to fill two 
three-year terms and 
one two-year term on 

the Board of Directors. 
The two-year term will open when 

James Aucoin vacates his seat to serve as 
AJHA Treasurer (pending board approv-
al). Ann Bourne of the University of Ala-
bama will begin her deferred three-year 
term on the Board of Directors. 

Dianne Bragg has been nominated 
for the position of 2nd vice president. She 
has been a member of AJHA since 2007 
and has served on the board of directors 
for three years. She has served as chair 
of the graduate student committee and a 
member of the membership committee. 
She also has served as AJHA’s research-in-
progress coordinator and co-coordinator 
of the AJHA Southeast Symposium. In ad-
dition to these roles, she has reviewed pa-

pers for the AJHA National Convention, 
the AJHA Southeast Symposium and the 
AEJMC Southeast Colloquium. Bragg is 
on the journalism faculty at the Univer-
sity of Alabama, where she teaches under-
graduate and graduate journalism history, 
media law and writing. Her research areas 
include antebellum, Civil War, and early 
twentieth-century newspapers.

Following are the nominees for the 
Board of Directors:

Gregory A. Borchard (University 
of Nevada-Las Vegas) joined AJHA in 
2000, and since then, his work with the 
organization has included service for the 
Task Force on History in the Curriculum 
(2008). His research has been recognized 
with the Robert Lance Memorial Award 
for Outstanding Student Paper (Pitts-
burgh, 2000) and an honorable mention 
for the David Sloan Award for Outstand-
ing Faculty Paper (Richmond, 2007). His 
conference participation also includes 
presentations as a panelist and moderator 
(2013, 2008, 2004). He has published three 
books and a monograph on Civil War era 
journalism.

David Bulla has been a member 
of AJHA since 2001. He has served the 
organization as a paper reviewer, con-
ference panelist, and contributor to its 
website. Bulla is an associate professor 
of communication at Zayed University 
in the capital of the United Arab Emir-
ates, after seven years at Iowa State Uni-
versity. His research interests include the 
nineteenth-century press and freedom of 
the press. Much of his work has been on 
three key figures in journalism who lived 
during the nineteenth century: Abraham 
Lincoln, Mohandas K. Gandhi, and Win-
ston S. Churchill. His most recent book, 
co-written with Gregory A. Borchard, is 
“Lincoln Mediated: The President and the 
Press through Nineteenth-Century Me-
dia” (Transaction,  2015).

Carolyn Edy has been a member of 
AJHA since 2009. She is the co-coordi-
nator of the AJHA/AEJMC History Divi-
sion’s Joint Journalism & Communica-

Amber 
Roessner
University of 
Tennessee-
Knoxville

Dianne Bragg, Alabama

Gregory A. Borchard, Nevada-LV

David Bulla, Zayed (Abu Dhabi)

Carolyn Edy, Appalachian StateContinued on page 17
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tion History Conference, held annually 
in March at New York University. Edy 
is an assistant professor of journalism at 
Appalachian State University in Boone, 
N.C. Her research interests include the 
history of women war correspondents in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
She has published in American Journal-
ism and Women & Health and contrib-
uted to The Multimedia Encyclopedia of 
Women in Today’s World. She received an 
honorable mention for AJHA’s Margaret 
Blanchard Dissertation Prize in 2013.

Tracy Lucht has been a member 
of AJHA since 2008. She has served on 
the membership committee since 2012 
and is currently the panel coordina-
tor for the annual convention. Lucht is 
the author of “Sylvia Porter: America’s 

Original Personal Finance Columnist” 
and co-author of “Mad Men and Working 
Women: Feminist Perspectives on His-
torical Power, Resistance, and Otherness.” 
Her current historical research relates 
to women broadcasters in the Midwest 
and the relationship between gender and 
agency in the careers of American women 
journalists. She is an assistant professor at 
Iowa State University’s Greenlee School 
of Journalism and Communication.

Pam Parry has been a member of 
AJHA since 2009 and is a lifetime mem-
ber. She has served on the public relations 
committee and currently is the chair of 
the education committee. She is a regu-
lar participant in the annual conference. 
An associate professor of communication 
at Eastern Kentucky University, Parry 
conducts research on public relations, 
women in American political history, and 
presidential communications. Her book 
“Eisenhower: The Public Relations Presi-
dent” was published in October 2014, and 
she is co-editing a book series on Women 
in American Political History for Lexing-
ton Books. She is writing one of the books 
that will be part of the series, tentatively 
titled “Eisenhower and Gender: Chang-
ing the Face of Politics.” 

Additional nominations for 2nd vice 
president and board of directors can be 
made from the floor during the election, 
which will be held at the general business 
meeting Oct. 10, during the annual con-
vention in Oklahoma City. 

When nominating from the floor, 
please remember that any nominee must 
have been a member of AJHA for at least 
one calendar year immediately preceding 

the date of the election. No more than 
one person from an institution can serve 
on the board of directors at one time; in-
dividuals from the same institution may 
serve concurrently on the board of direc-
tors and in an officer position. 

Dues-paying AJHA members unable 
to attend the conference are eligible to 
vote. They should send their name, email 
address and intent to vote online to AJHA 
Nominations and Election Committee 
Chair Amber Roessner (aroessner@utk.
edu) no later than midnight on Oct. 2. 

After the elections, 2nd Vice Presi-
dent David Vergobbi (University of Utah) 
will become 1st vice president, and 1st 
Vice President Pete Smith (Mississippi 
State University) will become president 
for 2015-2016.

Three members are rotating off the 
board of directors after the election: Di-
anne Bragg, Brenda Edgerton-Webster, 
and Amber Roessner.Tracy Lucht, Iowa State

Pam Parry, Eastern Kentucky

Ballot
Continued from page 16

Tweeting about the 
AJHA convention in 

Oklahoma City? 
Use the hashtag 

#AJHA15

Registration for the 34th annual 
AJHA convention in Oklahoma City 
still is open at ajha.wildapricot.org/
event-1831646/Registration.

A package deal, available to members 
only, combines discounted registration 
with tickets to all four special events: the 
Scholars Breakfast, Donna Allen Lun-
cheon, Historic Tour, and Gala Dinner. 
This package is available until Sept. 16.

Event tickets still will be available a la 
carte with registration or at ajha.wildapri-
cot.org/OKCtickets.

After Sept. 16, the cost of registration 
will increase. Online registration closes 
on Oct. 2. Any on-site registrations must 
be paid with cash or check.

See who has registered for the con-
vention so far at ajha.wildapricot.org/
event-1831646/Attendees.

Early bird convention registration ends Sept. 16


