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AJHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS WELCOMES NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS
Three new members were elected to serve three-year terms on the Board of Directors of the American
Journalism Historians Association during its 36th Annual Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Joining the board are Dr. Candi Carter Olson of Utah State University and Sonny Rhodes of the
University of Arkansas-Little Rock. Dr. Kathy Bradshaw of Bowling Green State University was elected
to a full term on the board, after finishing out the remainder of a vacant term.
“AJHA has felt like family since my first conference,” Olson said of her election. “I'm pleased to have
the opportunity to give back to the organization and help it to envision a future where journalism history
is a vital and important part of the educational endeavor at all levels."
Bradshaw, who has also been serving as AJHA’s representative to the Accrediting Council on Education
in Journalism and Mass Communications, said she is “'honored and thrilled to have been elected to the
AJHA Board of Directors."
"AJHA is special to me because members are fine historians with industry backgrounds who are
engaged with the present,” Bradshaw said. "There are special moments every year at AJHA, and I'm
happy to be able to contribute to maintaining the foundation for those special moments."
Rhodes, who served as one of the hosts for the 2017 Annual Convention, said being selected for the
board “was both humbling and extremely gratifying.”
“Whenever I'm with fellow AJHA members, I feel like I'm at a family reunion—a happy family
reunion,” Rhodes said. “I learned some things from helping host the Little Rock conference, and I hope
to use that knowledge to help plan future conferences. I'd especially like to look at creative ways to help
finance those gatherings and to improve student attendance at them.”
Founded in 1981, the American Journalism Historians Association seeks to advance education and
research in mass communication history. Members work to raise historical standards and ensure that all
scholars and students recognize the vast importance of media history and apply this knowledge to the
advancement of society.
For more information on AJHA, visit http://www.ajhaonline.org.
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